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An awe inspiring Dutch band who are one of Europe's longest lived, 
hardest working, innovative, and lyrically tough. This is a greatest 


j hits recording and is an excellent retrospective. Lots of goodies inside. 
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SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94101 
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Notice that this issue(#13), as 
with the last, has only taken four 
months to produce.It's definately 
one of my better issues as of yet, 
and I hope you'll agree. 

Fester, from now on, will be re- 
leased on a slower schedule, with a 
Slightly different format, meaning 
that it will be thicker, but the 
record reviews section will be al- 
tered.I will only be reviewing a- 
bout one half of the amount normal- 
ly reviewed, allowing for more in- 
depth reviews of the releases that 
deserve one.Somehow though, I will 
try to include everything I am 
sent in a section yet to be devis- 
ed. 

The reason for Fester's slowed 
schedule is really quite simple: 
Sheet Metal Magazine.I've started 
publishing a glossy, multi-colored, 
type-set Heavy Metal magazine that 


SCH MOoOOoOZ has taken off quite unexpectedly. 


Metal is my favorite music, and 
considering the market and reader- 
ship already there, it's dwarfed 
Fester by the first issue.(See more 
below).Sheet Metal will be at least 
a quarterly magazine, but I have no 
doubt that as it grows, it will be 
released more regularly. 

Festering Publications has also 
added Dave Roth's Ferret Comix to 
it's ranks, starting with issue #9, 
entitled "Gory Days".(See more be- 

low).You will laugh heartily, I 
guarentee it. 

Uncle Fester is distributed thru: 
Important, Systematic, Dutch East 
India, Tower Records, Rough Trade, 
Twin Cities Import, Caroline, Mid- 
night, Raunch Records, Groovy 
Times, See Hear, and more. 

Special thanks to Jeff Litke and 
Joel DuBay, Earl Root, Will and 
Willy, friends and relatives, all 
labels who patronize Fester and 
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Uncle Fester Fanzine: 


-#8-Iron Fist, Hate, reviews, and 
a free sticker...$1.25 

-#9-R.E.M., Husker Du, Tommy Ra- 
mone, Replacements, Soul Asy- 
lum, The Form, Theatre of 
Ice, a Husker Du or Replace- 
ments 11" x 17" poster.Lee 
Elingson cover...$2.00 

-#10-Red Hot Chili Peppers, Sui- 
cide Commandos, Dancing 
Hoods, D.K.V., Twin/Tone Re- 
cords, Reflex Records, Power- 
mad, and a 1978 Suicide Com- 
mandos poster.Baboon Dooley 

. cover...$2.00 

-#11-Husker Du, Meat Puppets, An- 
ton Fier, and the Raunch 
Hands.Plus Local Bandage with 
Deranged, Baby Astronauts, 
Kublai Khan, Halo of Flies, 
and Vile.Live with Metallica 
and Windham Hill, and a Soul 
Asylum 11" x 17" poster... 
$2.00 

-#12-Wiseblood, Panther Burns, 
Manowar, Kublai Khan, Power- 
mad, Blue Hippos, and a 
Butthole Surfers 11" x 17" 

oster.Jim Blanchard cover... 

2.00 












Uncle Fester T-shirt with Lee 


Elingson(knife in skull) logo...$8.50 pp. 
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Sheet Metal Magazine: 


-#1-Anthrax, Possessed, Kreator, 
The Meatmen, Wendy O', Paint- 
ed Willie, and much more... 
$2.00 

-#2-Due around the first of '88, 
it will include Alice Cooper, 
Helloween, Bathory, Flotsam 
& Jetsam, Warlock, Beyond 

Possession, Primal Scream, 

The Acussed, Blast, and much 

more...$2.00 


FERRET 666 


FERRETRUSTERS 


G PUBLICATIONS 


Ferret Comix: 


-#8-With a full 84" x 11" format 
and a red and black cover, 
this one is hilarious as 
ever...15¢ 

-#9-The first to actually be pu- 
blished by Festering Publica- 
tions, as well as the first 
to have a full color cover. 
You will laugh, 
it... 75¢ 


Festering Publications. 
2235 France Avenue So. 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 





Sheet Metal, all distributors who 
have gotten behind me, and most im- 
portantly, all you readers. 





Ad Prices 


Full Page $80.00 
Half Paze $50.00 
Fourth Page $30.00 
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LEAVING TRAINS 


NEW LP, CASSETTE AND COMPACT DISC 


ASK FOR IT BY NAME. 


g for something by name is the keystone of our American free-enterprise system. The right of every 
walk into a store and ask for a specific product is one of the things we all should take for granted. 

























to compete in our supposedly 
{ why, i in this ad, SST is not allowed to Sh 

by the way, is a picture of clouds). We can’t tell vhs 
We can however tell you that the record is one of the bes 
that although some people can’t buck the system, 


available on SST Records. SS 


marketplace. 
you the cover of The Leaving Trains record — 
to ASK FOR BY NAME. . 
3 rds of 1987. We can also 













UT AMING'T RAINS 








ALSO ON SST: KILL TUNES. The Leaving Trains 
Kier TUN® 3. this awesome collection of ‘‘Kill Tunes’’. Guitar, voice, drums. | 
more than that to create 11 kill tunes. SST 071 (LP/Cassette S79 j 







‘SEPT 27 SUN LOS ANGELES, CA 04 SUN NEW ORLEANS, LA B 
28 MON PHOENIX, AZ 06 TUE TALLAHASSEE, FL 14 
29 ‘TUE ALBUQUERQUE, NM 07 WED GAINESVILLE, FL 15 TaD. SION, vA 
; 30 WED AMARILLO, TX 08 THU ORLANDO / DAYTONA, FL 16 FRI WASHINGTON, DC 
OCT 01 THU DALLAS, TX 09 FRI TAMPA, FL 17 SAT NEW YORK, NY 
: 02 FRI AUSTIN, TX 10 SAT FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 18 BOSTON, MA 
03 SAT HOUSTON, TX 12 MON ATLANTA, GA : 


” MAIL ORDER: MAKE CHECK OR MONEYORDER PAYABLE IN U.S. FUNDS TO SST RECORDS, P.O. BOX 1, LAWNDALE, CA 90260 CALL THE SST HOTLINE (213) 835-4955 FOR GEN, INFO. 
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by Dave Roth 


The Philadelphia based band, =Zlec- 
tric Love Muffin, passed through 
our fair city last year, doing one 
hell of a rockin' set at the Uptown 
Bar.The Muffin guys had come into 
town early and shared in some local 
softball amusement.I got this in- 
terview after the big game.The band 
consists of: Rich-guitar/vocals, 
Brian-bass, Butch-lead guitar, 
Frank- drums, Chris-love master/ 
roadie. 


UF-HOW HAS THE TOUR BEEN GOING ? 

RICH-Fretty cool. 

BUTCH-¥e haven't had any fan pro- 
blems yet, so that's the main thing 
that worries me. 

BRIAN-Made a lot of friends, there's 
a couple cool bands in Chicago; In 
Iowa they're working on what they 
have got; And you guys(Minneapoli- 
tans) definately know what you're 
doing. 

UF-HOW MANY DATES HAVE YOU PLAYED ON 
TOUR ? 

FRANK-Three so far. 

BUTCH=-Two at Gaspars in Chicago, and 
one in Des Moines. 

BRIAN-Some Church. 

CiikIS-A Unitarian church, not just 
some church. 

UF-DO YOU THINK IT'S HARDER TOURING 
WITHOUT HAVING A RECORD OUT ? 

BUTCH-7ell it's harder getting shows 
‘cause some people only want a name 
band, but in terms of once you get 
out there and start playing your 
shows, it gets right down to the 
music.It's better actually ‘cause 
you work for everything you get.You 
have to win over people in every 
Single city, there's nothing given 
to you, so it's really a challenge. 

BRIAN-‘ie tend to play better when we 
have something to prove. 

UF-ANY INTEREST FROM R=SCORD LABELS 
OVER THE DEMO TAPE YOU HAVS OUT ? 

RICH-Yeah, sort of.Nothing's been 
sewn up or anything, labels are 
kinda wishy-washy a lot of times, 
so there's nothing we could really 
say is definate.‘ie hope something 
comes through soon, the demo's get- 
ting pretty old. 

UF-HAVS-YOU SENT THE TAPE TO A LOT 
CF PEOFLE ? 

RICH-Yeah, there's a lot of tapes 
out. 

BRIAN-Sixty or seventy I think. 

UF-DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO PUT CUT YOUR 
OWN RECORD IF NO LABELS ACT ON IT ? 

BUTCH-Well right now we blew our 
whole wad of money. 

BRIAN-On the van and this tour.If it 
comes down to the end of this tour, 
we're out of debt, and no else will 
put it out, we'll put it out our- 
selves.I think it's a good record, 
it will stand by itself. =iventually 
somebody will pick it up. 








RICH-Hopefully,. 

UF-HOW ARE YOU RECEIVED BY THE PHIL- 
ADELPHIA CROWD ? 

BUTCH-‘Jell. 

RICH=-Ve've got a good following, 
they're real accepting of us.That's 
why we wanted to go on tour, we 
pretty much wore out Philadelphia. 
We knew we could play a show there 
and do real well, it was a matter 
of playing to people who had never 
seen us. 

UF-DO YOU EVER PLAY IN NEW YORK ? 

RICH-It's real hard for an unknown 
band to get to New York these days, 
same with Boston, 

BRIAN-Bars in New. York weren't very 
polite over the phone.I called up 
places, all we wanted was an open- 
ing spot anywhere, and they were 
like, d'va got an album, I'd say 
no, and they'd say, well then we 
don't want anything to do with you. 
I had people hang right up on me. 

UF-ANY PHILADELPHIA BANDS WORTH A 
MENTION ? 

ELM-Ruin, Scram, F.0.D., of course 
the Dead Milkmen, and the Johnsons, 
and the Balls are a new band who 
should be a force to reckon with in 
the future. 

UF-HAVING THE NAM® "ELECTRIC -LOVE 
MUFFIN," DO YOU FEZL YOU MIGHT Bz 
FIDGRONHCLED WITH GROUPS LIK: 
BUTTHOLE SURFERS, CTTC'S CHEMICAL 
LOUNGE, DTC. ? 

BUICH-That's great you say that, 
‘cause most people think, oh with a 
name like that you're gonna be pid- 
geonholed into a psychedelic thing. 
Some people read one connotation, 
and some people read another, it's 
just... : 

BRIAN=A name, 

RIcI-It's the Electric Brothers, 
Butch Love, and Rich Muffin.It's a 
name like the 3eatles, 

BUTCH-It's just kind of nerve at 
first, or even gall. 

RICH=People don't forget it either, 
so that's kind of good. 


_BRIAN-A lot of times you get people 


who show up thinking it's '60's re- 
vival, sc you get to surprise peo- 
ple sometimes, 

BUTCH-The first chord, they're head- 
ed for the door. 

RICH-imerson, Lake, and Muffin. 





MUFFIN 
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UF-COULD YOU DESCRIB® YOUR MUSIC, 
MAYBE BY FREE-VORD ASSOCIATION ? 

ELM-Hardworking-Energetic-Fun-Yeah 
fun, happy-Meaningful, but fun. 

BUTCH-We try not to let anything 
control anything else. 

BRIAN-The more fun we can make it 
for ourselves, the better it will 
be for the audience.If we're not 
bored, then usually they're not 
bored.wWe try not to play the same 
style over and over again. 

RICH-wWe mix it up, 'cause everybody 
has different styles.So, we have 
fun by doing that, and usually peo- 
ple enjoy it if one song goes from 
one style to the next. 

UF-HOW SERIOUS ARE YOU ABOUT ELEC- 
TRIC LOVE MUFFINS ? 

£LM-Muffin.This is how serious we 
are about the band, no 3S! 

RICH-Ve're willing to take it as 
far as it will go, nothing is stop- 
ping us now, so the only thing that 
could stop us is ourselves.And I 
don't think we're gonna let us do 
that. 

BUTCH-There's no reason for us to 
destroy ourselves, but right now 
it's a good excuse to keep our- 
selves from falling into a career 
day job. 

FRANK=We have plenty of time to do 
that later. 

BRIAN-And right now it's fun. 

UF-ANY MAJOR GOALS ? 

BUTCH-ve'd like to just keep working 
at it, like a year ago we didn't 
think we'd be this far.So we're 
just gonna keep playing music, and 
we'd like to tour and put out rec- 
ords and hopefully that will take 
care of itself.As long as we work 
at it, we can only hope people will 
pick up on it. 

Ur-IF YOU GOT A LABEL DEAL, WOULD 
YOU TONE DOWN FOR BIG BUCKS ? 

ELM-No!No way. 

BUTCH-That's not really where our 
heads are at.When we say we want to 


“work as a working band, and like 


tour and have a record, it means we 
don't want to have to take orders, 
like the day job thing. 
FRANK-‘Je want to be our own bosses 
basically. 
BRIAN-If you want to just make money 
you can learn Led Zeppelin cover 
_ continued 





Alex Totino: "They confuse Insom- 
nia with drugged-up euphoria. We 
couldn't afford it, I swear." 

Well then, if it ain't drugs, 
these boys are swimming in an, ex- 
cess of adrenalin.Their live show 
is a train wreck compared to the 
subtlties of their studio vinyl,I 
think a live record is in order. 
Flailing hair, flailing limbs, and 
flailing instruments generate an e- 
qually flailing sound. 

I'm rather a fan of Das Damen's 
first EP, originally released for 
Thurston Moore's Ecstatic Peace la- 
bel, and rereleased soon after by 
SST Records.It has a deeper, melt- 
ing effect, but doesn't leave you 
pondering life.Their more recent 
LP expands the sound into a number 
of realms, some already conquered, 
and some still experimental in or- 
iginsEither way, Das Damen is a 
hard sit-down-and-listen. band. 

Self-proclaimed Andy Rooney's of 
rock'n'roll, Das Damen consists of 
four guys, three of whom were pre- 
sent, two of whom talked, and one 
of whom babbled intensely; Jewish 
mother exemplified. 


UF-VHEN WAS THE FIRST #P ORIGINALLY 
RELEASED ? 

ALEX TOTINO-June of '&6. 

UF-SO SST DIDN'T WAIT TOO LONG TO 
RERELEASE IT ? 

FHILEOPOLD VON TRAPFP-The day before 
we left for tour. 

AT-Sverything was so fast.It took us 
long enough to actually get going 
recording, but once the ball start- 
ed rolling...It's so scary how fast 
things overwhelm you.It's pretty 
cool. 

UF=SO WITH ECSTATIC PEACE, THS EP 
DIDN'T GET HEAVY DISTRIBUTION 7 

FyT-ell, it's good in Asia. (laughs) 
You can't find it in the states. 

UP-VHAT PROMPTED SST TO RERELEASS 
cE? 

AT-I don't know, they just liked it. 
we thought once they signed us on, 
it was like, forget about the first 
record, we'll just start with some- 
thing new, but immediately they 
were like, "Put it out; More copies 
and we'll remaster it for you, 
clean it up a bit, print it on a 
better type of paper..." I think a 
better type of vinyl too.I've ne- 
ver actually played them back to 
back, so I don't know. 

UF-<"AS THSRE ANY CCNNMFCTION, BalweEn 
YOU AND SCNIC YOUTH BEING SIGNED TC 
SST ? 

AT-Nah, that's just pure coinkidink, 
‘cause it was a surprise to Sonic 
Youth when we got signed.I guess 
they had a notion, but for us it 
was a total surprise.SST, as you 
know, have been on this band sign- 
ing binge.So I guess Chuck Dukowski 
got the word from some sources in 
New York that were like--not blow- 
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ing my own horn--but a decent live 
band.wJe even asked Sonic Youth at 
one point, "Did you guys push for 
us?", they were like, "No dude, we 
had nothing to do with it." And we 
can trust them, Sonics are good 
friends of ours. 

UF-£ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE. RESFONSE 
YOU'VE BEEN GETTING FROM BOTH YOUR 
RECORDS WITH SST ? 

AT-Yeah, sure, negative reviews have 
been so few and there's been a lot 
of good ones, so I guess we've got 
to be doing something right.It's 
kind of mind-boggling at times. 

UF-HOW DOES IT FEEL TO DO SO VELL IN 
THE N.Y. TIN ZS AND VILLAGS VOICE 
HUSIC FOLLS ? 

AT-dhy not? We're sincere about what 
we do so what the hell.Not trying 
to be a bitter guy or anything, but 
I can sorta say we had it coming. 
I'm not trying to be fat-headed a- 
bout it, but shit, so much other 
cocky duty gets "Oh yeahs", so how 
about giving the dog a bone every 
now and then, so it's cool.Any 
bands along with us, like the write 
up Soul Asylum got, I was hapry for 
them--Any band that deserves it. 
Usually it's like they're British, 
so they're great, but with us it's 
different. 

UF-BUT THERE'S A LOT OF MUSIC OUT OF 
New YORK... 

AT-Yeah, but there's a lot of shit. 
PvT-It's just so fragmented in New 
York.There's just no cohesive 
structure. 

AT-I think it's the toughest town to 
break a band.In N.Y., the sincerity 
thing doesn't count too much.It's 
just the case of being different 
for difference's sake.We just stuck 
it out. 

PYT-N.Y.'s just trendy.A new trendy 
band and five minutes later, who 
cares about ‘em? 

UF-DO YOU FEEL THAT YOU'VE BEEN 
TRENDY ? 

‘AT-No, like I said, we just stuck it 
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out.The only thing we have that is 
New York is our basic cynicism, but 
apart from that, we're not a N.Y. 
type doom and gloom band, and we're 
not like slap-happy comic book ei- 
ther.I can't figure it out, don't 
worry, it's not like we have a mas- 
sive following there anyways.There 
aren't kids out gettin' tatoos of 
our name. (laughs 

UF-HUMOR FLAYS A BIG ROLE IN THE WAY 
YOU TALK, IN YOUR INTERVIEWS, DO 
YOU FESL IT PLAYS A BIG ROLE IN 
YOUR MUSIC ? 

AT-Yeah, I don't think we take our- 
selves that seriously. 

UF-WHAT'S HAD THE BIGGEST IMPACT ON 
THE BAND AND IT'S MUSIC ? 

AT-Having everything so tough is the 
biggest impact on us.That's the on- 
ly thing that fuels our fire. 

FvT-Yeah, we're in it for the money. 

AT-Exactly, the money thing has the 
big impact, 'cause we ain't seen 
any of it.It's just worry.Worry's 
the biggest impact, but we overcome 
it, we stick things out. 

UF-IF YOU HAD TO COMPARE DAS DAMEN 
TC ANYTHING, WHAT WOULD IT BE ? 
--.pause...VAN HALEN ? 

AT-No, no, something like the Rut- 
les, 

PVT-e used to be a skiffle band. 

AT-Yeah, we did this skiffle thing, 
then it turned into this rock ~ 
thing. 

UF-THEN A BARBER SHOP QUARTET ? 


AT-Yeah, it shows in our harmonies. 
(laughs : 
UF-I NOTICE A LOT OF CHANGS FROM TH? 


EP. TO THES LP, BUT NOT A LOT OF TINS 
BETWEEN, WHY WAS THERES THIS CHANGE? 

AT-It was pretty natural.I hate to 
sound so cliche or such like a mu- 
sician, but we just played. 

FvT-Just a natural thing, the way 
they came out. 

UF-SO DG YOU THINK PEOPLE LIKE YOU 
FOR THE RIGHT REASONS ? 

AT-,/e've been pretty lucky.Feople 
that really like us will say that 
one thing, they'll feel that emo- 
tion that fuels that song, and that” 
person likes it for the right:rea- 
sons.Every song has to strike a 
chord in somebody's heart and. we've 
managed. to-do that pretty well. It's, 
not like, "Ye like you guys’ 'cause 
your kindaslike rocked out.” It's 
not like that.Maybe not enctzh peo- 
ple like us for the right reasons, 

EVT-liaybe they just like us ‘cause 
we look cool, 

At-/e're such fashion plates.™ust be 
our GQ looks that pushes us over 
the edge. 


DAS DAMEN: THE ANDY ROONEYS OF ROCK’N’ROLL 


photo by Naomi Peterson 























WHAT STARTED OUT 
AS AN \NNOCENT, 
CARE- FREE COCAINE 
ADDICTION: SOON 
SPELLS TROUBLE 
FOR FERRET 


TM A FUCKIN’ | [COCAINE 1S 
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by Jake Wisely 


If ever a punk band has affected 
my life and tastes in music, Corro- 
sion of Conformity is the one.Their 
19€3 debut LP, "Eye For An Eye"(No 
Core), was my first true-to-life 
drop-jaw punk-rock experience.Sure, 
I had been listening to hardcore 
for a long time, but no record ever 
had blown me over and refused to 
let me up the way "Eye For An Eye" 
did, 


Crucified for your crimes 
Hung on the cross to die 
Spikes in your limbs 

To pay for your sins 

An eye for an eye 

An eye for an eye 

Eye for an eye 

Will Justify 

Murder by the state 


I suppose that line-up, still in- 
cluding Mike Dean on bass, but with 
Eric Eycke on vocals, might be the 
reason I dig metal so much today. 
They were crossover even then.C.0.C. 
even had a pentagram in one of 
their logos.That was before most 
punk bands acknowledged heavy me- 
tal's existence."I think Yoody and 
me especially have always liked Sa- 
bbath...#e've always been into the 
real heavy stuff." said drummer 
Reed Mullin. 

Being the two only original mem- 
bers now making up C.0.C., Reed and 
Woody Weatherman(guitars) grew up 
on the likes of Black Sabbath and 
Deep Purple."It was never truthful- 
ly a concious thing." said Yoody 
when speaking of their progression 
towards metal."Yeah, it was never, 
‘dey, let's do this metal thing." 
adds Reed."The first record, you 
can't really tell, just ‘'cause the 
production was so bad, but voody's 
guitar sounded the same as it did 
on 'Animosity'." ©.0.Cc.'s second 
LF, on Metal Blade, and essentially 
their break into the metal genre, 

UF-DC YOU THINK DEVELOPING A MSTAL 
EDGS WAG GOOD © MMERCIALLY % DO YCU 
THINK YOU'VE SOT RE 

NE ‘ DIVERSS AUDIENCE 7 
this whole crossover 






REED- -Yeah, 
thing... 
“OODY-Metal people come see us, but 
I think metal people go see any 
punk band.It's just sorta the tren- 
dy thing.‘Ve're not Picky about who 


CORROSION 


OF CONFORMITY 


comes to see us..ie like everybody to 
cone. 
R=D-The speed metal/crossover thing 
has become a commodity.It's not that 


much of an underground thing anymore. 


Bands like DRI, they're selling re- 
cords.fhe big labels, the big inde- 


_ pendents--Netal Blade, Combat-- are 


taking note of that and trying to 
corner the market.They're all flash- 
ing money in front of these naive 
kids' faces. 


Both Reed and Woody agree that the 
crossover market has become over- 
saturated."It just got real redun- 
dant.All the bands started sounding 
the same...You can only go so far 


with that kind of stuff." claims 
Woody.Reed: "Now everybody starts 
picking up on the same formula." 

As well, both agree that there are 
a number of bands who have proved 
themselves as inovators as well as 
being musically creative."I can 
really narrow it down to Metallica 
and Voi Vod." said Reed, for obvious 
reasons."Almost everything else is 
just real bland." adds wWoody."Flus, 
the way they approach the music is 
not really ‘Rock Star'," concludes 
Reed, "They're like regular guys, 
cool people." 

UP-iIAVE YOU EXPERIENCED ANY RESENT- 
MENT FROM PUNKS WHO HEARD "SYS FOR 
AY BYE" AND EXPECT COMPLETE HARDCORE 
FROM YOU TODAY ? 

WOODY-Not as much.A long time ago we 
did. 

REZD-We've been putting off the whole 
heavy metal thing so heavily... 

VOODY-Not really putting it off, just 
not really having much interest. 

REED-‘e certainly don't live up to 
any heavy metal image. 

WOODY-Some people are disaprointed in 
that aspect.They'll come to the show 
expecting us to come out with a 
fucking cloud of smoke.3ut, the re- 
ality of it is, we come out on stage 
and tune up and do what we want to 
do. 





Ri=D-There certainly are degrees of 
professionality about us playing, 
but we're not a hype./e don't take 
on the whole heavy metal formula. 

WOODY-Hype is a good word.That's what 
a lot of bands are into--hype--com- 
ing out and making a spectacle to 
hide their musical ability.They have 
to come out with a smoke machine so 
people will go, "Yow!" 

REED-Sometimes that kind of stuff 
can be fun, but that's not totally 
what we're into. 

NOODY-If I go see a metal band.I 
like, it might be fun just to see 
‘em do that kind of stuff. 

UF-TAKS THE MBATMEN... 

VOODY-That's for fun and that's cool. 





REED-Redd Kross do that too with the 
'70's thing. 

UF-SO WHAT DO YOU THINK OF A BAND 
LIKE SLAYER WHC COME OUT WITH SFIK- 
ED GAUNTL2TS, ETC. 7 

REED-Jhatever floats your boat. 


It seems that C.0.C.'s biggest 
problem has been dealing with the 
skinhead population.! can remember 
seeing them a few years back at a 
local hall in front of no more than 
50 people, and they themselves were 
among that hairless group.But, as 
the band progressed, so did the 
length of their hair.To quote the 
insert to C.0.c0.'s latest EP, 
"Technocracy" (Metal Blade): ‘me 
best thing about skinheads is that 
they're biodegradable," "But, you 
have to realize, at that point we 
had just come back from a couple 
real small tours where we had the 
worst experiences..e had our tires 
Slashed and fights breaking out at 
every show." said singer, Simon 
Bob, in response to the quotation, 

In fact, during their show at 
Minneapolis' First Avenue, Simon 
took time to explain their stance 
against violent skinheads, and to 
apologize for not being more speci- 
fic on the lyric page.The audience 
response was gratifying as many 
people cheered and supported his 
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comments. 


SIMON-So all the skinheads are gon- 
na beat us up? 

REED-No, I talked to ‘en. 

YOODY=-"shat did you say to ‘em? 
REED-Vell, they came out lookin' for 
us and I went up to 'em and asked 
what they wanted.They said, "What 
the fuck is all this on the lyric 
page, this biodegradable stuff?" I 
just told 'em the problems we had 

with skins in the past and they 
said they were totally against all 
the fascism and racism. 

wOODY-See, that's what I mean.If 
they're having fun, that's cool, 
but if they start hurting people... 

REED-I think it's dumb to classify 
a whole group, like on our lyric 
page.Any time when you say a whole 
group of people are fucked up, 
that's bad, that's unfair. 

“OODY-I feel having that on the lyr- 
ic sheet was wrong.I don't agree 
with it. 

SIMON-I don't mind having it on 
there, but I would've liked to back 
it up more. 

WOODY-If it was worded a little dif- 
ferent, like "Racist skinhead" or 
"Sascist skinheads" or something, 
‘cause there are a lot of Minor 
Threat-type skinheads. 

REED-/ell, they know the difference. 

WOODY-But still, maybe some people 
don't, like a metalhead that reads 
it and they might hate all skin- 
heads 'cause they read it on the 
Corrosion lyric sheet. = 

REZD-That's their problem if they're 
gonna be that impressionable. 

SIMON-le should have been more re- 
sponsible, 

RESD-I think we were being responsi- 
ble.I think we were standing up for 
something that's really fucked ur 
in the scene, and no one else does, 

UF-SO YOU'RE NCT GCYNA HAVE A FRO]= 
BLEM VJITH TIES GUYS THEN ? 

ALL=No. 


‘whew, now that tnat's resolved, 
on to the record: 


WOODY-The tunes are actually very 
old..’e wrote 'em right when "Animo- 
sity" was out. 

R=EED=-Ixcept "Ahh Blugh", our heavy 
metal anthem. That's our seven se- 
cond long speed metal song. 

UF={"T2CHNOCRaACY" WAS AN SP, «HY ? 

RESD-It was to finish our contract 
with fetal Blade..‘e wanted to get 
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away from that whole thing..hen we 
Signed with Metal Blade, we were 
really naive and we signed a bad 
contract...They really ripped us 
oft, . think, 

WOODY-They wanted a full album, and 
we really didn't want to give ‘em 
all those songs. 

REED=-So we just gave them the bare 
minimum.I think the songs are 
pretty good.It was just something 
we had to get out of the way.Our 


next record's gonna be really good 


though. 


c.0.C. has had extensive offers 
and inquiries from labels, major 
and indy, including Metal Blade, to 
establish a new contract, though at 
the time I talked with them, they 
seemingly didn't want to deal with 
a contract."ve already have a whole 
album almost written, so we're just 
gonna get home and kick back, and 
let it happen." said Woody."Ve'll 
take our time." 


UF-CBVIOUSLY TRYING TO GET THE BEST 
DEAL ? 

REED-‘Ye don't want to compromise any 
kind of idealogy or morals or any- 
thing.If we sign with a major, it 
will have to be on our terms. 

UF-IT'S HAFFENED BEFORE. 

WOODY-I personally don't think we're 
really ready for a major label, 
‘cause we're not at that level. 

REED-But you never can tell. 


Better late than never: ©C.0.C. now 
consists of Reed Mullin on drums, 
Woody veatherman on guitar, Simon 
Bob on vocals, and Fhil Swisher on 
bass, replacing Mike Dean who also 
used to sing when C.C.c. was a 3- 
piece(before Simon). 


REED=-"Technocracy" is doing pretty 
good, but a lot of people expected 
Mike Dean(on vocals though and we 
had just gotten Simon from the Ugly 
Americans.They were going, "This 
guy doesn't growl quite as much." 

SIMON-At first, I heard a lot of, 
"Vow, who's this singer?", but lat- 
ely, people are more used to it. 

REED-Our live thing is a lot more 
fun, because I think liike Dean add- 
ed a lot of tension.He was a lot 
more serious about things than we 
really are.e got a new bassist 
who's really good.iie adds comedy 
relief to the whole thing. 

wOODY=-ve just have a lot better time 


now. : 
REED-ihich is what it's all about. 


It is obvious that without Mike 
Dean, the band is more relaxed and 
not as intense, but the music is 
still just as powerful.A friend 
noted that Reed looked like a Mur- 
pet behind his dwarfing drum kit-- 
something that wouldn't have stood 
out with the tense Mike Dean in the 
forefront. 

Before I delve yet further into 

“fact and opinion, Torrosion wished 
me to acknowledge that over 6000 
lyric pages did not make it into 
their record sleeve."Just because 
it was such a Short record, we want- 
ed to put in a big lyric page and 
they didn't put it in...And we paid 
for half of them." complained Reed, 
The culprit was named as Important 
Records, and from what I saw, C.0.C. 
holds a grudge.The 36" x 12" glossy 
lyric page is extremely important 
to the band, so if you have obtain- 
ed a "Technocracy" EP without one, 
you may write to C.0.C. and they 
will send you one for free(I recom- 
mend including postage though). 
Write: C.0.c./FO Box 5091/Raleigh, 
N.C. /27650. 


drangling with other topics: 


UF-VHAT'S YOUR REASONING BEHIND THIS 
TREND FOR HARDCORE BANDS TO TAKE ON 
A METAL SDG™ ? 

NCODY-Just like anything else, every- 
body goes through trends.It's just 
like any other group of people-- 
highschool kids--you fit in and you 
are cool.It just shows you're a 
little weak if that's the best you 
cen do.Just following with the 
crowd, that's kind of a cop-out. 

REcD=I can see influences and stuff, 
but to grasp and totally take over 
the whole formula and do exactly 
what all these bands do, it gets 
old..iith any kind of music: clas- 
sical, jazz, punk rock, heavy metal 
and stuff like that. 

UF-H04 DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THe FUTURE 
OF HARDCORE ? 

WOCDY-Fersonally, I think a lot of 
people are gonna get really burned 
on the metal thing.It's really gon- 
na branch out and even now, there 
are so many bands that are not a- 
fraid to play a little whimrpier- 
tyre of stuff, less abrasive, more 
melodic.I think it's good for bands 
to branch out.I'm not going to par- 
ticularily like it, but it's a pos- 
itive thing.There's no reason why 
hardcore should have a formula. 

SIMOU-I think things are gonna get 
a Lot more melodic.You're gonna 
have both ends. 

REZD-I think slowly but surely this 
heavy metal thing is gonna take o- 
ver, then it's just gonna die out. 
There's so many new kids all the 
time.when I first got into it, I 
was influenced by Circle Jerks, 
Black Flag, and the Germs, but now 
kids are influenced by DRI, or may- 
be C.0.C., it's really weird.It'd 
be really nice if it got bigger and 
kids started looking around and 
seeing what's going on in the pla- 
net and taking note of what their 
leaders are doing. 

WOODY-lNot just within their scene. 

REHD-Yeah, people are so limited 
with their own little social clique. 
They escape from the larger school/ 
parent layed-out clique and get in- 
to this one.A lot of kids don't go 
any farther than this: posing and 
smoking a cigarette, maybe getting 
drunk, I mean, big deal. 





HANDSOME DICK MANITOBA 
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Thy Kingdom Come... 


Rock music has always had it's 
share of talented, or at least 
spirited lead singers.Starting with 
Elvis, you know all the big names 
like Jagger, Plant, and Morrison. 
You have heard of the more abstract 
characters like Iggy Pop and Johnny 
Rotten.I never really cared for 
lead singers, because they always 
seemed to be the pretty-boys.Fven 
the ugly blokes got most of the 
spotlight, without the technical 
responsibility of the musicians. 
Anyway, the function of a good lead 
man is to sing well, or at least be 
entertaining enough to keep peo- 
ple's attention.Personally, I go 
for the later.I can appreciate a 
fine voice, one that's able to hit 
all those high notes and such.It's 
just lately, all those guys in 
heavy-metal sound like they paid 
someone to staple their testicles 


together to do it.To me The Boss 
sings just fine, and Lemmy is 
opera, okay? So, then you have your 
stage entertainers.Readers, without 
further editorial, I wish to intro- 
duce not only the handsomest man in 
rock today, but the most entertain- 
ing stage performer of our time, 
Mr. Dick Manitoba. 

Dick began as a part-time pro- 
fessional wrestler, and shortorder 
fry-cook, in New York City.He 
reached some fame, but little for- 
tune, with the now legendary (The) 
Dictators.Recently, Handsome has 
decided to return to the ring of 
rock'n'roll, to once again grapple 
with a mic, via his new outfit, 
Handsome Dick's Wild Kingdom.1 
spoke to Dick not too long ago, as 
he happily munched a deli sandwich, 
in his apartment overneath a pizza 
parlor. 


by Paul Di Tomasso 


UF-HOW WOULD YOU DEFINE THE MUSIC 
OF YOUR NEW BAND ? 

HDM-Well, it's a three-piece, so 
it's more trim than The Dictators 
sound.It's very heavy and fast, so 
some would call it speed-metal, but 
it's really not that.It's not punk 
and it's not hardcore.It's good, 
and good doesn't need labels to get 
by. 

UF-I KNOW YOU'VE BEEN PLAYING AROUND 
THE NORTHEAST, AND YOU HAVE SOME 
DEMOS OUT, RIGHT ? 

HDM-Oh yeah.We're hitting all the 

- clubs, and actually waiting for a 
label to come to us.We're not shop- 
ping ourselves around that much. 
Someone's going to see us live, and 
that's going to be it.We'll get 
Signed on that strong point. 

UF-IT'S NICE TO SEE AND HEAR A GUI- 
TAR-ORIENTED BAND LIKE WILD KINGDOM, 

HDM-Well, to me, that makes it rock’ 
n'roli.The Dictators sometimes 
used keyboards, but with such a 
guitar backdrop, we remained a to- 
tal guitar band.The keyboards might 
have highlighted some things, but 
we were 100% guitar-oriented. 
UF-TElL ME ABOUT YOUR GUITARIST IN 
WITD KINGDOM, 

HDM-His name is Daniel Rey.He used 
to be in a band called Shrapnel. 
He's a hot player, but more of a 
rhythm player.He knows what to 
leave out, before a solo becomes 
self-indulgent or boring. 

UF-THE DICTATORS HAD ROSS THE BOSS 
ON LEAD GUITAR.HE'S ALWAYS BEEN ONE 
OF THE MOST TECHNICALLY OVER-POWER- 
ING PLAYERS IN ROCK.DIDN'T YOU LIKE 
WORKING WITH HIM ? 

HDM-Oh, he's a genius.The Dictators 
did some advanced stuff, so he fit 
right in.I'm just not so sure he'd 
work with Wild Kingdom.He's doing 
even more technically advanced work 
with Manowar, and that's for him. 
Hey, he's a life-long friend.I have 
to say he has always been ahead of 
the pack.The man can play classical 
guitar, classical piano, and vio- 
lin, flute, you name it.He can play 
an electric guitar as fast as any- 
one in the world and not lose the 
emotion.He's an exception.I'd take 
Chuck Berry to any of these so- 
called guitar masters of today.The 
technical types just sit around all 
day in their room, becoming bril- 
liant technicians, but they never 
learn feeling. 

UF-THE DICTATORS HAD A LOT OF HUMOR 
IN THE MUSIC.WILL WILD KINGDOM HAVE 
A LOT OF HUMOR AS WELL ? 

HDM-It would have to, because I'm 
in charge! Plus, Andy Shernoff is 
writing, as he did in The Dictators, 
so the humor will be there, no 
doubt.Just don't think we don't 
have something to say.The Dictators 
had a lot to say, and so does Wild 
Kingdom.We have a song called 
"Speed-Ball", which is about shoot- 
ing dope.That's about as serious as 
it gets. 

UF-YOU HAD AN ADDICTION PROBLEM, 
DIDN'T YOU ? 

HDM-I still do, in the sense you ne- 
ver recover.You're recovering, and 
it's day to day.I'll never touch 
the stuff again, but still die re- 
covering, understand? It'll be four 
years this Halloween that I've been 


clean.Thank God. continued 








In an age where the role of a 
frontman or band leader, in the 
sense of "It's my band", has seem- 
ingly backed down, and bands are 
pands with three or four singers 
and songwriters each, D.c. 3 stands. 
Maybe I'm overglorifying the fact, 


but when I interviewed D.C. 3 key- 
boardist, Paul Roessler, it was 
quite clear that D.C. 3 is Dez Ca- 
dena's band, but Roessler's enor- 
mous respect for Cadena was, as 
well, more than evident. 

It doesn't take a genius to figure 
out which one is Dez on the cover 
to D.o. 3's most recent LF, "You're 
Only is Blind As Your fiind Can Be". 
He's the one in front.(It also does 
not take a genius to realize that 
D.C. 3 are no longer a three-piece. 
There's four guys on the cover.3ut 
B.C. 4 just doesn't click.) After 
speaking with Roessler a couple of 
times, I've gained a ouite differ- 
ent understanding as to what Dez 
Cadena and "You're Only As Blind..." 
is all about.In fact, I was also 
going to call Dez to hear his side, 
but what I had from a rather friend- 
ly and intelligent Paul was damned 
interesting enough. 3 

First, let me explain that D.c. 

3's line-up is a rather impressive 
one, at least from a punk rock 
point of view.vez Cadena, as any 
true rocker could tell you, sang 
for Black Flag before Henry Rollins. 
Remember "Six Fack" and "ZV Farty", 
the classics? That was Dez, now 
he's playing guitar.faul Roessler, 
in all his grand prolificness, has 
played with 45 Grave, Nina dagen, 
and Iwisted Roots, not to mention 
his current side-projects which in- 
cludes Crimony, done with Firehose 
bassist, Mike jatt.louie Dufau and 
Ceasar Viscarra--What can you say 
but BOOM! These two, both formerly 
with the Stains, are the strongest, 
loudest, meanest, brut-force rhythm 
section around.Seriously, in a live 
setting they are like giant pile- 
drivers holding ‘together what Ca- 
dena and Roessler string apart. 

That leads me into D.C. 3's music 


and live performance.They've been 
compared to Deep Furple and other 
such passes in Hard Rock, but trust 
me, Deep Furple, in all their emi- 
nence, could not jam and use disso- 
nance the way D.C. 3 does live, and 
less obviously on record."The re- 
cord sounds real controlled com- 
pared to our sound live.It also has 
to do with the studio and the roon 
we were in." said Roessler."Ve're 
still learning." 

It's funny how Punk eventually 
spawns the true musician in every- 
one.D.C. 3 are true musicians, do- 
ing true music, and that's what I 
didn't get at first. 

"You're Only As Blind..." is al- 
most a concept album.It seems that 
Dez has loved and lost, but wished 
to portray his thoughts and feelings 
through D.C. 3.To quote my review 
of "You're Only As Blind..." in Un- 
cle Fester #12: "“His(Dez) use of 
D.C. 3 and this LF to convey his 
heartbreaks seems to be more orna- 
mentation than anything.Besides, 
who wants to listen to an entire al- 
bum of that lyrical sludge anyways?" 
Consider my wrist slapped and head 
straightened, as I discovered the 
truth of the matter."Dez had some- 
thing he needed to say." ‘expressed 
Paul."It was a brave thing.He ad- 
dressed something a lot of people 
have gone through...We stepped down 
and let Tez say what was on his 
mind, 'cause he had a lot to say.I 
totally support him, I knew what he 
was going through." 

Like I've said, I might be over- 
glorifying the fact, but my new 
awareness and respect for 'the love 
song', namely D.C. 3's, has created 
quite an interest in me.Roessler 
claims though that, "VYhen we're to- 
gether, there's a lot of unity." 
and they don't specifically recog- 
nize anyone as their leader."There 
is a powerful bond." 

By the way, "You're Cnly As Blind 
As Your Mind Jan Be" is D.C. 3's 
third LF, after "This is the Dream" 
and "The Good Hex", all three being 
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on SST Records.ind might I add that 
they are all quite different, 
proving a wide array of D.C. 3 
sounds and styles, ranging from 
'70's Hard Rock, to Blues, to free 
Jazz.Faul expressed his want for a 
live D.C. 3 record, with my conm- 
plete agreement. They are trully a 
live banc. 


HANDSOME 
DICK 
MANITOBA, 


continued 





UF-HOW DID IT ALL START ? 

HDM-It began with pot.I started at 
an early age.I got bored with it, 
so I started on pills.It just pro- 
gressed.By the time The Dictators 
were finished, I had hit rock-bot- 
tom.I was doing coke, and well on 
my way to heroin.I was going to die. 
Period. 

UF-WHAT SAVED YOU ? 

HDM-At first, it wasn't a what, it 
was him,He being Scott Kempner of 
the Del Lords.He was in The Dicta- 
tors of course, So he has been a 
friend for years and years.I was 
working for them as a roadie.To 
make a long, long story short, 
everyone could just tell I was get- 
ting worse and worse.I was sitting 
in a toilet one night so screwed-up 
I hardly remember it.Scott came 
over with tears in his eyes, and 
basically said he couldn't ignore 
it anymore.He and all my friends 
were afraid of losing me.I do re- 
member so pathetically trying to 
explain to him I couldn't stop.I 
was crying.Till you're there, you 
will never understand, but the dope 
owns you.You can never stop if 
someone doesn't help you.I was 

continued 
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BRAVEAR Vol 3, #6-$2.50-Interviews 
with Jello, Julian Cope, Ian Mac- 
Kaye, Foetus, Durutti Column, The 
P.M.R.C., Screaming Trees, and much 
more.Really nice.PO Box 3877/ 
Berekeley, CA./94703. 

WRPI PROGRAM GUIDE-postage-Articles 
on Eugene Chadbourne, Saccharine 
Trust, reviews, and more.1 WRPI 
Plaza/Troy, NY./12180. 

SOUND CHOICE #8-$2.50-Thick with 
cassette info.Thousands of inter- 
esting hints and addresses.PO Box 
1251/Ojai, CA./93023. 
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DPR reeks | 
SICK TEEN-,24¢-It's back with that 
famous demented layout. Interview 
with Straw Dogs, plus reviews and 
SEX!!!Box 918/Green Bay, WI./54305. 
NOTHING BUT RECORD REVIEWS #2-$1- 
Exactly as the title suggests, re- 
views, mostly very underground.By 
Mykel Board.75 Bleeker St./New York, 
NY./10012, 

K.P. INC. #11-postage-Handwritten 
last issue with reviews, commentary 
and addresses.3457 Fremont Ave. N./ 
Mpls., MN./55412. 

AMOEBAMAN #3-.25¢-Tiny, but full of 
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“Who’s the Ruler” 
“Maddening Tombs” 
$4.00 pp. from: 


Jeff Roland 
PO Box 27631 
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Minneapolis, MN 55427 


cool comics and art.Some reviews 
and commentary.PO Box 43311/Wash- 
ington D.C./20010. 

BLATCH #13-$2.50-Possibly the cool- 
est art zine/interview zine around. 
Interviews with Phantom Tollboth 
and Effigies.Reviews and tons of 
art.741 Jenkins/Norman, OK./73069. 
CAT GOT YOUR TONGUE #1-postage- 
Mostly just commentary type stuff, 
stories, etc.2434 Stevens Ave., #2/ 
Mpls., MN./55404. 

DUCKBERG TIMES-postage-Always some 
good reading with all sorts of mu- 
sics.PO Box 382/Alexandria, VA./ 
22313. 

SECONDS #3-$1.75-Good articles and 
interviews with Redd Kross, Jim 
Dandy, Megadeth, Residents, DOA, 
Helloween, D.C. 3, Raging Slab, and 
much more.PO Box 2553/Stuyvesant 
Station/New York, NY./10009 

NON STOP BANTER #13-$1.50-Inter- 
views with Buttholes, Killdozer, 
dB's, 11th Dream Day, Angry Red 
Planet, and much more.16700 S 94th 
Ave. /Orland Park, I11./60462. 

BLACK STAR #2-postage-Very politi- 
cal, leftist, newspaper.Interesting. 
PO Box 3506/Tucson, AZ./85722. 

THE KVINDE HADER KLUB #3-.15¢-All 
handwritten reviews of live and 
record as well as zines.1811 Neck 
Rd. /Brooklyn, NY./11229. 

JET LAG MAGAZINE #78-$1.25-Inter- 
views with B.A.D., dB's, Waxing 
Poetics, Blue Movie, and more.8419 
Halls Ferry Rd./St. Louis, MO./ 
63147-1893. 

FACTSHEET FIVE #23-$2.00-The most 
comprehensive list of fanzines, 
magazines, etc. that can be found, 
Well done reviews of everything. 
The bible.6 Arizona Ave./Renssela- 
er, NY./12144-4502. 

LIVE FROM STAGGER CAFE-$1.00-Inter- 
esting reading.Stories, articles, 
etc.Politically oriented sometimes. 
PO Box 3680/Mpls., MN./55403. 
BROUHAHA #5-postage-A collage of 
pages by different people--An artsy 
idea, Interesting.PO Box 152/Honolu- 
lu, HI. /96810. 
BLURT-$1.00-Interviews with Happy 
Flowers, Urge Overkill, Peach of 
Immortality.Lots of things that are 
uncomprehendable.9449 N. Shore Dr./ 
Spicer, MN./56288. 

NOMADIC UNDERGROUND #5-$1.00-SNFU, 
No Fraud, Die Kreuzen, and much 
more.PO Box 72003/Marietta, GA./ 
30007. 

DUPLEX PLANET #83-$1.00- Interest- 
ing interviews and thoughts by old- 
er folks.Sometimes funny and some- 
times touching.PO Box 1230/Sara- 
toga Springs, NY./12866. 

MONSTERS AND MUTANTS #11-.75¢-Small 
gore art with Gaither, Sloane, Bob 
x, and more.7339 St. Andrews Ch. 
Rd./Louisville, KY./40214. 
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HELL TOUPEE #1-$1.00-Interviews/ 
articles on Blind Idiot God, Halo 
of Flies, Fetchin' Bones, and more. 


c/o Caroline/5 Crosby St./New York, 
NY. /10013, 

LITTLE FREE PRESS-postage-Inter- 
esting political reading usually 
with a leftist stance.Rt. 2/Box 
38C/Cushing, MN./56443. 

TWISTED IMAGE-$1.00-A lot of what 
the title describes.Some political 
type stuff, other musical or com- 
ic.1630 University Ave. /#26/Berk- 
eley, CA./94703. 


THE BOB #30-$1.75-A great news- 


paper styled magazine with inter- 
view/articles on Alex Chilton,+Zim 
Bee, Game Theory, dB's,Evan Johns, 
AOD, Big Dipper, and much more.But 
best of all a Robyn Hitchcock in- 
terview and flexi.151 First Ave./ 
Suite F/New York, NY./10003. 

CURSE OF THE BABY MONSTER-.95¢- 

A Sloane comic book.A definate 
must for gory art buffs.Funny with 
great art.Starhead Comics/PO Box 
30044/Seattle, WA./98103. 

PUDDLE DIVER #1-.75¢-Some jerk in 
Minneapolis who's trying to be a 
funny guy and incite a riot.Meatmen 
interview, reviews.2428 Dupont Ave. 
S./Mpls., MN./55405. 

UNIVERSAL SATIRICAL ASSOCIATION #1- 
postage-Addresses and ads from all 
around.Anyone who wants something 
printed, don't delay.PO Box 528200/ 
Chicago, I11./60652. 








LOCAL BANDAGE LOCAL BANDAGE LOCAL 
SCHMOOZ 


A number of things have happened 
newz-wise here in Minneapolis, the 
least of which involves our happily 
expanding Heavy Metal scene. 

Firstly, Minneapolis now holds 
claim to it's first strictly Metal 
Magazine, entitled Sheet Metal.We 
here at Uncle Fester/Festering 
Publications are taking credit, so 
needless to say, I suggest checking 
it out...Secondly, FPowermad, pro- 
bably our most acclaimed Heavy 
Metal act as of late, have signed a 
dandy little four record contract 
with New York's Mercenary Records, 
a division of Celluloid Records.You 
might remember a certain other New 
York label that jacked this certain 
Powermad around with their first 
deal.Well, live and learn, as I 
always say, I think...Newer Speed 
Metal act, Blind Fury, have acauir- 
ed a permanent drummer by the name 
of Flash Midnight.Certainly a step 
in the right direction for this 
outfit who are now pushing their 
first demo, on which Adrian Liberty 
of Powermad plays drums...Vile, our 
most perverted Metal band, have 
broken up.It's too bad, because 
these boys could have gone some- 
where(other than the gutter) to- 
gether...Disturbed have relensed, 
or at least recorded a video for 
ene of. their tunes,From my once- 
over viewing, it seems to he a 
very professional effort...Well, 
as far as Metal goes, that's what 
stands out.Also check out Fublai 
Khan's "Annihilation" Ll, recently 
available in the U.S., as well as 
live performances by Blind Ar- 
proach and The Coup De Gracy 


THE CONTRAS 


by Jon Pike 


#These guys are responsible for 
putting out my favorite new vinyl 
of the summer.The current line-up 
of The Contras is Rich Copley and 
Mike Crabtree on guitars, Mike Le- 
hecka on bass, and Andy Wolf on 
drums.They have been playing toge- 
ther for about a year. 

Bass player, Mike Lehecka's mom is 
responsible for the band's name.She 
felt that the Contras down o1' Ni- 
caragua way were getting a bum rap, 
so she suggested the band take the 
name of everyone's favorite Central 
American freedom fighters. 

While the group doesn't have any 
songs about the Sandanistas, they 
do see themselves as "counter-revo- 
lutionaries",According to Lehecka, 
The Contras don't -want to be, "Ob- 
scure, offensive, or part of any 
underground clique." 

What they do want to be, is a 
group of friends who get together 
to play some rock'n'roll.And, 
that's why they do covers of Abba, 
Elvis, Dick Dale, and a bunch of 
cool originals, 

Their LF, "Ciphers In the Snow" is 
guitar-rock played at'a very fast 
pace, and loosely based on some ol! 
fashioned, minor-key, surf-music 
hooks.The record's production is 
very clean, and comes courtesy of 
Tom Herbers(Herbers' production 


credits include The Blue Hippos). 

Stand out tracks: "Dead Guy", an 
observation about finding a dead 
guy in the river; "Asleep/Frisoner", 
the second half of this jam has a 
Slowed down guitar solo fighting an 
extremely fast rhythm track; "Hava 
Nagila", their version of surf- 
guitar great, Dick Dale's version 
of my favorite Jewish folk song. 

I haven't had a chance to catch 
them live, but I'm sure I'll get my 
chance.The Contras plan to be a- 
round for ouite awhile, and are al- 
ready plotting a new release,This 
next one is going to be a single, 
and should hit finer record stores 
next year. 

Their current plans include a few 
weddings and Bar Mitzvahs(I was 
asked to mention that they are a- 
vailable for these events). 


MORTICIA 


by Earl Root 


It is approaching the witcning 
hour, your skin rumples and crawls, 
your blood boils with fear, adrena- 
lin takes over your reflexes, for- 
cing your heart to beat faster and 
rapidly accelerating your breathing 
patterns.A wolf howls, vampire bats 
overhead, a black cat screams, a 
low moan comes from within the dark 
and gloomy tomb as you creak open 
the stone that seals your fate. 
Everything you've ever learned and 
every primal instinct tells you to 
turn back...turn back and 3UN! You 
can't, but then again, maybe you 
don't want to.¥ear and terror are 
the easiest human emotions to get 
at, and at times, are the most en- 
joyable.Feople pay big money to get 
the crap scared out of them, and 
now you are getting those same 
feelings for little or nothing. The 
eeriness of the night, the gro- 
tesque shapes and shadows of the 
macabre begin to get clearer and 
more in focus as your eyes become 
accustomed to the blackness of the 
tomb.There amongst the cobwebs and 
rats, the dust of the dead, and the 
demons of the damned, stands your 
deepest and darkest fears...... 
MORTICIA! 3 

There are the few out there that 
say Darksider stuff is dead(unin- 
tentional pun).Morticia says not 
and are out to redefine that realm 
of music.They will make the name 
Morticia synonomous with the "new" 
Darkside style of music in every- 
one's minds, and in my nind, have 
given the word new meaning and mu- 
sical integrity.At the time of this 
writine, Morticia have just com- 
pleted their full-length altum due 
out before Christmas,They obviously 
say it's the dest work any of them 
has done to date, and if their old 
stuff is any indication of what's 
to come, they have a winning ticket 
that would make any corpse roll 
over in it's grave. 

Getting their music out to the 
(vlack) masses is nothing new or 
different to Norticia.=ven tnough 
the album is bigger, better, and 
has more apreal, their previous ef- 
forts have been intriguing and have 


heen met with great enthusiasm. They 
released a 5-song cassette very ? 
early in their career that is fast 
becoming a collector's item.lext 
came a 45 which receives lots of 
airplay on a number of community 
stations locally and nationally.if 
ter that came the 2-song "cassin- 
gle"(which for those of you on 
drugs means two songs on a cas- 
sette).Now, emerging from the deni- 
gration comes the LP, which fron 
the two songs I've heard, proves 
that Morticia is not only specify- 
ing new and different directions, 
but also the band's versatility and 
professionalism.\/ith songs from 
"Dark Sider" and "And Now the 
Screaming Starts", Morticia is rea- 
dy to give the mobs a run for their 
money and for their lives, for the 
title of this extravaganza is "!!or- 
tal fear", 

This gloomy, spooky, fun, and en- 
ergetic group consists of four 
creatures from beyond the grave. Zhe 
frontman and leader of the zombie 
squad is Natt Bachelor, and saying 
that he is a drummer who sings just 
doesn't give him the justice he de- 
serves.His cross of '60's style and 
'e€0's sound is one of the most 
unicue and entertaining to observe 
live.ENeither behind or to his side 
stands and performs his wife, Jodi 
Tanaka, keys and vocals.)lot onl: 
does Jodi add the sexiness and 2 
touch of class, her causticity 
overexcedes the limits that many 
predecesors of her instrument nave 
laid down, (Hatt and Jodi were mar- 
ried on first avenue's stage on, 
you guessed it, Halloween, which by 
provincial coincidence is the dand 
anniversery).Giving the outfit 
of a cutting edge is iynda Bailey 
on guitar.(at the time of this 
writing, ‘ynda was in the process 
of changing her name.It nas some- 
thing to do with a 17th Tentury 
vampiress).iier playing is very 
Heavy etal, complete with lots of 
distortion, biting riffs, and vi- 
brant bdlood-licks.cSompleting the 
line-up is Chrystopher /inter on 
bass.The sound is beyond big; It 
is full, round, and underneath (the 
ground). 

Every dead body here adds their 
persona to give “orticia their new, 
big, gothic sound, both on record 
and live.chrys has the presence of 
a zombie-lixe shoul, hiding from 
the. light in the snadows.’ynda 
jumns, leaps, souirms, and zyrates 
like an epelertic werewolf, rearing 
it's head for the kill.Jodi is like 
the high evil priestess, overlook- 
ing and forsaking her benevolent 
cult, and is within her music heart 
and tiost) soul. 3reathing fire, 
flailing extremities, and with all 
the power of a possessed Franken- 
stein creation, l.att pounds and 
pulsates the sroun into feeding 
frenzies of the damned and e2lso 
plunges them into the depths of 
hell.If the sting of terror is what 
you like, see them live, for they 
will deliver the coods in a aorrif- 
ically fun and medieval way..orti- 
cia is reincarnatine the ashes of 
the darksice community and hopeful- 
ly will inject venomous poison in 
your soul with only one antecdote 
available, more orticia! 
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THE BEARS — 


by Jon Pike 


Adrian Belew is back. 

After being part of the final edi- 
tion of King Crimson, and a couple 
of very fine solo projects, he took 
a brief leave of abscence from the 
world of music to find out just 
what else he can offer. 

If his June show at First Avenue 
was any indication of what his au- 
diences can expect of his current 
performances, then his audiences 
can expect to hear a couple of old 
Beatles numbers, some older Belew, 
a dash of King Crimson, ...and, oh 
yeah, a whole bunch of tunes by a 
group called The Bears. 

The Bears are a big departure for 
Adrian.First of all, he is no long- 
er a part of someone's band, nor 
does he have a new backup band. The 
Bears are a fully integrated pop 
group, with Adrian taking his place 
along side the talents of Rob Fet- 
corel green and lead vocals), Bob 
Nyswonger(bass), and Chris Arouser 
(drums).All members share the stage 
equally and contribute to the song- 
writing. 

Second, Adrian has put aside his 
artier, more cerebral stuff, to 
concentrate on pop music.And what 
pop music it is.Their music often 
substitutes a totally off the wall 
lick for the more obvious hook.The 
songs' lyrics also reflect this 
bizarreness."Superboy" is a full- 
tilt pop-rocker complete with har- 
monies, and is a look at how neat 
it would be to have superpowers. 
It's a perfect companion piece for 
another of their tunes which makes 
the observation, "Fear Is Never 
Boring".They also have tamer mater- 
ial, like the beautiful, "Wave- 
length", and a song which simply 
asks, nlDon't Betray My)Trust". 

And now for the best music news 
I've heard since Wham! broke up: 
The Bears are coming out with an- 
other album!From this upcoming 
disk, Bears fans can expect tunes 
like "Rebo's Beef", which takes a 
look at the madness of military es- 
calation from the standpoint of a 
common Joe(would that our world 
leaders could he this perceptive!). 

If comparisons have to be made, 
and unfortunately, sometimes they 
must, The Bears remind me a trifle 
of X1C+.Pop tunes that take bizarre 
twists and turns along their 
course, 

One final comment.Thank God no one 
ever told these guys what their in- 
struments should sound like.The 
Bears can go from sounding like a 
string ensemble, to a beat box, 
to...well, a pop group!And, this is 
all done live folks, I was there. 

It's refreshing to see an artist I 
have infinate respect for, like Mr, 
Belew, to belong to a group like 
this.They keep coming up with new 
material, they get this material 
out to the public, and they have a 
few old chestnuts to keep the older 
fans happy.I'm glad Adrian be- 
longs to a group that's allowing 
him to take his music in a new di- 
rection. 

Adrian Belew in a pop group!Long 
live The Bears!!Grrrrrr!!! 


photo by Dan Corrigan 


BUTTHOLE SURFERS 


by Ear! Root 


Working at Stars LTD in Uptown, I 
had seen a lot of those funny lit- 
tle clowns, drawn by a 12 year old 
acidhead, flippin' the bird and the 
like, move out by the boxfull.When 
the T-shirts arrived, I had to 
laugh."Great name" I thought. 
"Really Dumb".But then again, I 
like really dumb, so, what the co- 
pulation adjective, let's call 
Vince(Monkey Island, KFAI 90.3 FM, 
2:30-6:00AM, Sat. mornings) and see 
if he'll play me some."Sweat Loaf" 
busted out into my headphones and 
immediately had me puzzled and per- 
turbed.Are these guys seriously for 
real? Of course they are, not 
really, but yes.Qote "Fuckin' 
weirdest shit" unquote.Being as 
Black Sabbath was part of the foun- 
dation of my deviation from the 
norm, I made a concious decision to 
pursue this deal further.I got a 
comp from Terry and off I went.I 
was late and missed Killdozer and 
Run Westy Run.No remorse, I'll make 
it a point to see them at their 
next gig ‘cause I've heard nothing 
but positive feedback on both. Any- 
how, the attendence blew-out Motor- 
head on "The weekend to end all 
weekends concert schedule".I mean 
with the masters of has-been sludge 
but still tolerable Iron Maiden of 
Good Friday night, Mojo Nixon and 
Skid Roper on Saturday, Motorhead 
on Easter(yes Easter) Sunday, and 
now the Buttholes? Good grief, was 
I ready for this? I mean, I was 
already trashed from practice and 
have had more than my fill of 
drunken, stupid, and abusive R'n'R 
crowds for one weekend.So, I tried 
in vein to get a cold beer(fat 
chance) and grab a place to be 
crowded in a stand and sweat, and 
wait. 

Finally, the rumbles of the bass 
bins breathed loud and heavy with 
intense anger and passion.Overkill 
was more than present, it was a 
neccessity!This "new" form of 
psychedelia crawled up your spine 
and ate holes in your gray matter 
so your synapses never again fired 
in the same old pattern.The whole 
ordeal started out almost comical 
and got very intense and irritat- 
ing as it continued.The over-all 
sound was just as big and bassy as 
was the visual aspect of the show. 
A slightly pudgy he/she "hippie™ 





nude dancer, Highway 55 and vari- 
ous death videos(with some Under- 
sea World of Jauques Cousteau 
thrown in for ?), strobes, black 
lights, flaming cymbals, and even 
the ever popular "scream into the 
megaphone into the microphone" 
thing blazed with the intent to 
disrupt your soul and a few selec- 
ted suburbanite mothers perhaps. 
Paul Leary's retardo-virtuoso gui- 
tar antics alone would either send 
you into fits of frenzied laughter, 
or make you go home, burn down your 
house while you ran around it naked 
swinging the cat around your head 
screaming "Bloody Chickens", 

Although the Buttholes took them- 
selves a bit more seriously than I 
would have liked, the show was qui- 
veringly strange to say the least.A 
small group of now ex-hippies, gone 
bad on too many sunshine explosions 
with a lot of expensive equipment, 
trying to have fun!?!I like the i- 
dea of trying to control a free im- 
prov jam as long as it doesn't last 
more than fifteen minutes.But it 
did.What the penquin, I'd see it a- 
gain just to make sure that what I 
saw really happened, 
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AMEBIX-Monolith LP 

Definately the hottest British Hard- 
core band around.Their extreme hea- 
viness drags G.B.H. and The Exploi- 
ted through the mud, while they ob- 
tain that Crossover Metal edge so 
prominent these days.Ofttimes they 
venture into experimentation with 
noisy solos and cluttered rhythms, 
and that's when they trully scorch. 
The heaving vocals and thundering 
bass provide a foreground and back- 
drop for the intense guitar and 
drums.Definately.HEAVY METAL Re- 
cords/152 Goldthorn Hill/Penn Wol- 
verhampton/England WV2 3JA 


THE BEARS= LP 

One glance at the cover illistra- 
tion by Mad Magazine cartoonist, 
Mort Drucker, will clue you to the 
quality and lightness of this re- 
lease.Though many social issues are 
touched on, The Bears' transparent, 
articulate, thoughtful, and brilli- 
ant Pop music is thoroughly enjoy- 
able and upbeat.This is something 
no one would have expected from a 
band that involves Adrian Belew on 
guitar, though too much time is 
spent on Belew instead of the whole 
band in nearly every article I've 
read.Needless to say, this Pop is 
composed, not written, and orche- 
strated, not played, or so it 

would seem to someone who's heard 
too much bland, monotone Pop music 
in the past years. PRIMITIVE MAN 
RECORDING COMPANY/100 Universal 
City Plaza/Building 422/Universal 
City, CA./91608 


BLIND IDIOT GOD- LP 

An intense, mind blowing LP. Each 
instrumental tightens the screw, 
only releasing the tension when 
Andy Hawkins' guitar runs, virtual- 
ly playing itself, into extremely 
melodic, chorused, effected seper- 
ations, much like a volcano erupt- 
ing.The rhythm section of Ted Ep- 


stein on drums and Gabriel Katz on 
bass is much to blame for genera- 
ting this granitic tension like 
I've never heard.Believe me, these 
three very serene looking guys will 
drive you crazy! SST Records/PO Box 
1/Lawndale, CA./90260 


CRUCIFUCKS-Wisconsin LP 

I've been having a real hard time 
trying to review this record.If you 
all were very impressionable, I'd 
just say buy it.But, unfortunately 
I have to provide some observations 
to support my theory that this is 
one of the most beautifully hyper 
slabs of '87.Well, if I could find 
the guitar player's name somewhere, 
I'd tell you he brilliantly utili- 
ses effects to stretch and bend the 
fired songwriting.It goes without 
saying that Doc Dart holds claim to 
the screechiest voice in the biz. 
His whines take each song to a 
level of demention not yet seen by 
the likes of other oddly orgasmic 
bands.The funny thing is, "Wiscon- 
sin" is highly down-home and list- 
enable. ALTERNATIVE TENTACLES Re- 
cords/PO Box 11458/San Francisco, 
CA./94101 


86-Provocation LP 

This is one album I can trully say 
I've been waiting for.Ever since 
the "In A Day" 12" at least a year 
ago, also on Twilight Records, 
I've been entranced by their music. 
As I put it then: "Powerfully 
poignant swirling...Throbbing ani- 
mation." Still applicable, those 
descriptions set 86 apart from all 
bands in each genre they cross, 
from Rock, to Experimental and 
Dance, to New Wave, although each 
done with an intensity not seen in 
any classification.Has anyone no- 
ticed the parallels between 86's 
"Eyeless" and Led Zeppelin's live 





HEATHEN 





OF INTENSITY 


version of "The Song Remains the 
Same"? TWILIGHT Records/PO Box 
95265/Atlanta, GA. /30347 


HEATHEN-Breaking The Silence LP 

I look upon this LP with the most 
amorous lust imaginable.Trully the 
finest Heavy Metal album debut of 
the year, if not the decade. shen 
Heathen appeared on Restless Re- 
cords' Eastern Front 3 compilation, 
sporting the B-side to a cover of 
Sweet's "Set Me Free", this album's 
single, called "Goblin's Blade", 
the combination of weak production 
as well as being the least appeal- 
ing song on "Breaking The Silence", 
I felt indifferent about their po- 
tential: A deadly mistake."Breaking 
The Silence", with Metallica in- 
spired production by Ronnie Mon- 
trose, of all people, is heavy, 
fuckin' heavy.Musically, the pro- 
duction isn't the only aspect of 
Heathen comparable to Metallica, 
but I guess leveling brick walls 
with heavy progressions, floating 
riffs, and a scorching vocalist, 
complete with a range, isn't paten- 
ted.Believe me, you will not re- 
gret this buy if you dig having a- 
drenalin overdoses.Check out Kent 
Mathieu's mind blowing cover illi- 
stration! COMBAT Records/149-03 Guy 
Brewer Blvd./Jamaica, NY./11434 


NO MEANS NO-Sex Mad LP 

Either Canada's answer to Scratch 
Acid or Alternative Tentacles' an- 
swer to an SST Records sound.The 
supreme wackiness that takes place 
within some of No Means No's music, 
while still applying great talent, 
carries a Scratch Acid accent, as a 
thick Hard Rock tinged Punk re- 
sounds heartfully over the rest of 
the record, making me think that 
this could be on SST.But it isn't, 
and Alternative Tentacles is damn 
lucky to be patron to such fine 
art.I'm not calling NMN a Scratch 
Acid rip-off, or a Hard Rock re-= 
hash, but merely applying the fam- 
iliar to the not-so-familiar.AL- 
TERNATIVE TENTACLES Records/PO Box 
11458/San Francisco, CA./94101 


OVERKILL-Taking Over LP 

Puncturing a similar vein as An- 
thrax, Overkill exercise one of the 
heaviest low ends in Metal.Their 
intent is not to give bloody noses 
with picky instrumentation(though 
they do it without trying), but to 
give bloody ears with hot'n'heavy 
riffs and blasting progressions. 
Bobby "Blitz" Ellsworth's voice 
contains some of the most progres- 
sive edges I've heard, as he 
stretches from highs to lows with 
his suiting opaque cackal.Overkill 
are bound for the popularity that 
encompasses Metallica and Anthrax. 
Uncommonly power-drenched hook 
gilded heavy, Heavy Metal.A factor 
that is also undeniably present in 
their live performance.MEGAFORCE/ 
ATLANTIC Records/75 Rockefeller 
Plaza/New York, NY./10019 
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RAGING SLAB-Assmaster LP 

I've been debating how I want to 
put this, but not too many colorful 
adjective phrases have popped into 
my mind.Mow's this? This monstrous 
rockin' raging slab leaves me 
thunderstruck in utter amazement! 
More than just self-proclaimed 
"riff rock", Raging Slab, with 
heaps of hair, has just gained the 
status of being the only real Hard 
Rock band in the world since Aero- 
smith.Seriously, the title track, 
"Assmaster", is worthy of God-like 
worship for being one of the most 
thundering Rock songs ever.The 
lowest '70's end ever available.To 
top it all off, included is a 16 
page "Assmaster" comic book by 
Marvel Comics' assistant editor, 
Pat Redding, and Cracked's Pete 
Ciccone, which is worth the price 
of admission itself.I don't feel 
I've done justice to this LP by 
just raving, so fucking get it, 
now! BUY OUR RECORDS/PO Box 363/ 
Vauxhall, NJ./07088 


SOUND GARDEN-Hunted Down/Nothing 

To Say. 7" 
When people talk about Metal, they 
speak in terms of heaviness(lord 
knows I do).Well toots, I got news 
for you, Sound Garden is fucking 
heavy.And they're not Metal either. 
Grind, churn, get run over by a 
train, and then give Ronnie James 
Dio some acid and let him sing.It's 
on blue vinyl no less, and damned 
if this ain't a limited edition 
release.I don't care what you get 
of theirs, just get it! SUB POP 
Records/PO Box 20645/Seattle, WA./ 
98102 : 
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PAINTED JILLIE-Upsidedowntown LF 
Hard Rock, not like Sabbath mind 
you, but an ofttimes repetitive, 
rhythmic, driving force. that melts 
into your brain.The kind of tunes 
you hum aloud all day(sort of like 
a Bon Jovi song).The pentatonic 
Hard Rock guitar solos often fly by 
without notice until they've dimin- 
ished to power chords, while the 
recurrent sneering vocals add the 
self-worshiping aura that no good 
Hard Rock band is withont."Upside- 
downtown" is not only getting in- 
cessant turntable rotation in the 
disely home, but the ingenius Ted 
Znect cover makes this a worth- 
while endeavor even if no vinyl was 
to be found within(nowever that 
would be a shame).SST iiecords/T0 
Box 1/Lawndale, CA. /°0260 


JASMINS MINKS- LE 

Much like early aobyn itchcock, 
the Minks' Jim Shepherd and Adan 
Sanderson put forth definate hook 
laden songwriting ability, played 
and produced with an infallible 
line between raunch end meloc 
gland has produced many suit 
oriented, harmony laced crours(in- 
cluding Hitchcock) whose aural 
effect goes far beyond that of 
Reael., and the Finks hold true 
such a statement.CdZaTIicr j 
€3 Clerkenwell iid./Tondon 
gland 












DIVINE HC 
LP 
I've always avoided reviewing the 
Divine Horsemen's records myself. 
day, I don't know, but as deep as 
they seemingly are, they don't sink 
into me.the beautiful harmonies 
created by Chris D. and Julie “hris- 
tensen are the main attraction.-c 
one could knock them. Zhe repetitive 
Country back-up sets the moods for 
the duo, but obviously the music is 
not supposed to be’ in the forefront. 
Every once in a while though, I'll 
catch a thundering burst from the 
band and only then will I find ny- 
self in utter enjoyment.cST Records/ 
FO Box 1/Lawndale, 74./°0260 


EMEB-t.iddle of the Niznt 


ZOCSZ xIFT-jater LF 

The one thing that bothers me about 
Zoogz Rift is that there's no me- 
trod to his maddness, whereas 4ap- 
ra, who in most every review Zoogz 
is comnared to, is near genius and 
almest seems to set a purpose be- 
hind each and every whimsical per- 
version.Also, and i wish I could 
keep the parallels out of mind, 
wrere doogz's musicians are very 
competent, Zappa's are virtuoso. 
Yowever, eliminating all similari- 
ties, "ater" is humorous and en- 
tertaining.SSI Records/=C Box 1/ 
Lawndale, cA. /90260 






Avant-Rock/Jagzz 
ing these days, 
i about time tnere is one that 
consists of prominent, highly ta- 
lented musicians that I've heard 
of.,Jome being graduates of hew 
York's Avant-Garde/Jazz scene, and 
even one being a member of one of 
Sweden's most popular native Fop 
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on 
accused of being noise, 
a close listen proves that So- 
Youth, the leaders in experi- 
tal music, create devastating 
odies while still producing the 
ensity their following demands. 

t zet me wrong, 3onic Youth does 
lay oy their fans' expecta- 
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Hiddle Eastern to Zock, Cral are 
essentially psychadelic. They are 
mind-altering and intense, and they 
obviously feel for their music 
ereatly.It's almost impossible for 
me to love or hate, as one minute I 
dis wnac's fOing on, Wisse anvuiner 
second, I feel lost, rossibly it's 
intent.SsT Records/?C Box 1/Lawn- 
dale, cA./90260 
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ally “hen Lr 
The frees have always impressed me, 
since. their "Clairvoyiance" LF, as 
being able to use an effect to 
their benefit, to increase the pow- 
er and feeling of a song."Clairvoy- 
iance" has more oddities than "Even 
If...", and that's kind of depres- 
sing, especially considering their 
heavy lean towards bland '60's Rock 
on “=ven If...".5ven the sleeve is 
not as exciting.SST Records/FC Box 
1/Lawndale, CA, /S0260 





BLAST=-School's Cut 7" 

Blast are definatelv one of the 
coolest things to happen to Punk 
Rock in a long time.In their own 
knock-to-the-nead, party-it-up way, 
they've certainly produced some 
good vinyl.iore specifically their 
debut £P, "It's In iy 3lood".How- 
ever, this 3-song 7", including a 
decimated rendition of Alice Coo- 
per's "School's Out", pales in com- 
parison to their LF, but still 
rocks enough to reassure you that 
slast are still at your door.sS? 
Records/rO Box 1/Lawndale, Ca./ 
90260 


DINCSAUR-You're Tiving All Cver Me 
LF 
Dinosaur has put out their second 
album on Ss? Records, and what an 
album it is.,actually the album is 
not much different from their debut 
LP, "Dinosaur", from '@5 on the 
Homestead label, but plainly, I 
love these guys... power trio for- 
merly from Amherst, f.ass., they are 
known for being quite loud.Cf 
course, you can vary that yourself, 
so have no fear.The recording it- 
self is not great(they are not o- 
verproduced I should say), and the 
songs, instrumentation, and voices 
are great.J. Mascis' limited abil- 
ity and overindulgence in volume 
and guitar effects(toys) along with 
his nasal, Neil Youngish voice is 
the most remarkable part of Dino- 
saur.5otn work for, not against, 
the crash of ‘iurph's drums and Lou 
Barlow's simple but effective bass 





lines.in short, these dudes rip and 
you should go buy both of their re- 
cords.SS?T Records/rO Box 1/7awn- 
dale, Ca. /°0260 
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SCRUF . CAT-<Tiny Days TF 
Relativity has put a great deal of 
care and faith into these boys.A 
tight, tight band with consistantly 
strong material, topped with ex- 
ouisitely smooth production. And 
"Tiny Days" really shows their co- 
lors.I'm convinced that this is one 
of the great live bands that can 
also play in the studio.The rhythm 
section dominates the mix, not in 
terms of volume, it's just that 
after the first listen you mostly 
remember the steady pace of the al- 
bum.Guitars and other novel instru- 
ments remain subtley hidden.aAs op- 
posed the Replacement-type mixes 
that feature solo instruments at 
cameo volume, Scruffy the Cat has 
@ smoother touch.Not as tasty as 
the Del Fuegos or the Replacements, 
but more appealing to the mass of 
mild eared listeners out in Boston. 
RETATIVITY Records/149-03 duy Brew- 
er Blvd./Jamaica, NY./11434 

Jilly Yisely 
HUGC TLARCO-Drum LF 
zach member being a spawn of New 
York's Avant-Rock scene might ex- 
plain the overwhelming aura which 
surrounds this ofttimes chilling, 
deep melody music.Duo basses, re- 
tetitive classical styled, pastoral 
instrumentation, and hiimi Goese's 
rich nidtoned harmony, sometimes 
capped with a backdrop of Michael 
Stipe's flowing voice, eminates the 
same emotions one might feel when 
hearing harps in heaven.New Age in 
sore rights, but more robust than 
the term might imply. RelATIViT 





Records/149-03 Guy Brewer 3lva./ 
Jamaica, NY./11434 
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THE 3RAPDCS-Gettysburg single 
Relativity's seatch for "the next 
big thing" in Rock'n'Roll has lead 
them to The Bbrandos.Despite a ra- 
ther bland(or stupid) name, the 
BSrandos have managed to pull off 
two memerable songs, easily des- 
tined for popularity(given the 
right circunpammestaite vocals are 
like a more potent John Fogerty put 





well in front; certainly their most 
aprealing fact ‘usically, The 
Brandos sit near Tom Fetty, but at- 
tain an edre Fetty nas always lack- 
ed.iheir arrangements are fairly 
basic, but obviously that's the 
point.The 3rancos are easy to like. 
RELATIVITY Records/149-03 Guy Brew- 
er Blvd./Jamaica, NY./11434 









BTEACHED BLACK=- LF 

Frobably Relativity's best new band, 
Bleached Black, with their own sul- 
try tunes and melodies, have cre- 
ated a number of memerable and so- 
phisticated songs.Often times their 
vocal harmonies resemble those of 
Husker Du(or any heart-felt group). 
There's no doubt in my mind that 
the quality of this band, from mu- 
Sic to cover design, will gain them 
respect and recognition. RELATIVITY 
Records/149-03 Guy Brewer Blvd./ 
Jamaica, NY./11434 





FUSH TWA 

12 "W 
Heavy on the production, this 
Swedish Rock'n'Aoll band, who dig 
naked women on their record covers, 
follow American Rock too close- 
ly.They are superior songwriters 
when they're not ripping off Tom 
Tetty or Springsteen. They are 
Slick, but not slippery, and I ima- 
gine there's no reason why they 
couldn't make it in the U.S., esre- 
cially with the market for R'n'R 
these days. RELATIVITY Records/149- 
03 Guy Brewer Blvd./Jamaica, NY./ 
11434 


THE GrFBEATS-volution of the 
Stickman LF 
The Offbeats' sound is driven pri- 
marily with tight rowerchords. he 
drums and bass pounding together 
tempos which could be scarcely 
thrashier and still be called Rock! 
n'Roll.An energetic recording by 
a rowdy college-type guitar band. 
RELATIVITY Records/149-03 Guy Brew- 
er Blvd./Jamaica, NY./11434 

dilly ‘isely 


NGiRS-Strangler From Behind 


SUN CITY GIRIS-llorse Cock Phepner 
LF 

These guys obviously don't bust 
their humps making up great tunes. 

Cut there in the hot Arizona de- 


photo by Charles Peterson 


SOUND GARDEN 





NO TREND 


sert, if you can get anything re- 
corded, it will suffice as a back 
drop for some good, glistening, 
ghoulish, perverted, vulgar, toilet 
mouthed lyrics which can be yelled, 
moaned, whined, or inserted as a 
supository(It seems they would con- 
done this practice).The Sun City 
Girls seem to be three masked men 
who enjoy associating the First 
Lady with Mr. f's jizz, maggots, 
and peat moss.This low-tech collec- 
tion of guitar scrapings and utter- 
ances is amusing, but clearly dif- 
ficult to listen to and very alter- 
native.It reminds me of a degener- 
ate Tom Waits or a brain-damaged 
Mojo Nixon and Skid Roper.If no= 
thing else, check out the cover 
photo.FLACSBG Records/FC Box 23316/ 
Fhoenix, AZ./€&5063 

Will Zorn 


FOET'S CORNER/DR. MICHAEL FEVULIS- 
fwo groups on this TF: Froet's Cor- 
ner describes itself as "Cheese- 
Jazz-Rock'n'Roll...Firmly rooted 
in tolerance and humor." Tyrics are 
delivered in monotone, ironically 
tapping on social/political issues. 
Dr. Michael Pemulis earnestly sings 
and plays his compositions backed 
with the slow and lovely sounds of 
Vniskey Straight.Iyrics are mean- 
ingful--the music, folky.Some ex- 
cellent balladeering.Though the 
music is pure novelty, the spirit 
(ietre now talking about Foet's 
Corner again.--ed) from where it 
comes is rather noble.In many ways 
arizona is in a disasterous condi- 
tion. These local folks have risen 
to speak out.dowever, I don't un- 
derstand why half the band, in it's 
press release, is so intent on 
bragging about their bourgeois pa- 
‘lo-living lifestyles.FIACSEO0 Re- 
cords/FG Box 23316/Fhoenix, AZ./ 
£5063 

Villy “Wisely 


VIBES- cass. 

411 the fundamental oualities of 
Fost-Funk Garare “tock are here. 
Clumsy drums, dry bass lines, blur- 
ted vocals, guitars either too 
plinky or too distorted, some novel 
effects, and last and most distinct 
«..Songs of incredible lengthiness. 


This has been done time and again, 
yet I cannot criticize.It's a be- 
ginning; it is a spirit; And that's 
what you need to Rock'n'Roll. Two 
suggestions for the band: Sing a- 
bout the world around you, not just 
the one within you, and play to the 
people who listen as well as those 
who play--yourselves, that is.216 
16th Ave./#3/St. Cloud, MN./56301 
dilly disely 


LAWNDALS-Sasquatch Rock LP 
Yikes, The Benny Hill Show sound- 
track a la beach R'n'R,Duane Eddy 
on SST? Note, it's just Lawndale. 
Ten instrumental tunes carried on 
melodious guitars.The LF is a col- 
loquial study in musical styles, 
including hoe-downs, Tex-Mex, '70's 
Rock ballads, and Brubeck cum Zep- 
pelin.These lively interpretations 
somehow paint vivid pictures of 
whimsical and bohemian Southern 
California lifestyles.SST Records/ 
FO Box 1/Lawndale, CA./90260 

Willy Visely 


SHELIGANE-The Dam Has Broken cass, 
Iowa's Shellgame has an alluring 
sound that I'm rather inclined to 
enjoy.Fairly basic Rock'n'Roll is 
the notion, and though this is a 
studio recording, I believe a more 
clean, polished production, possi- 
bly with more overdubs(not over- 
produced mind you), would bring 
Shellgame to, shall we say, more 
noble standings, while also delega- 
ting more distinction.Nevertheless, 
some attractive and diverse sounds. 
BROKSE DOG FRODUCTIONS/4239 wWood= 
lawn Dr./Des Moines, Iowa. /50312 


FATAL FLOWERS-Younger Days IP 

Their name implies "“undersround". 
The title and album cover infer 
Rock'n'Roll. Fut the two together, 
and both lead to underground Rock! 
n'Roll.nowever, looks can be de- 
ceiving, as is partly true in “atal 
rlowers' case.At one time, they 
micht have been underground, but at 
this point, their brand of tock'n! 
Roll is so glossed over with 1ink 
production and the "radio access2- 
bility" factor, that someone for- 
got the soul.They're solid, good 
songwriters, and sound cool loud, 
The guitars crunch and the drums go 


boom, but who's to say 

Sound like this? A: 4 Records/ 

75 Rockefeller Flaza/tvew York, NY./ 
1001¢ 








FIREDOWN-In the Heart of the Heart 
Country Ur 
These guys from Madison, WI., it 
has been said, sound like the Byrds. 
I've also seen it written that these 
boys are the current McClartney/Len- 
non song crafters.let's just take 
care of the comparisons right now. 
First of all, the Syrds sound like 
the Syrds, not these guys.and if 
you're looking for cUartney and 
Lennon, I suggest you con't wait too 
long for “ennon to show. *iretown 
uses melodic guitar lines and vocal 
harmonies.Subtleties abound, but 
alas though the music is very light 
handed and textured, it leaves us 
thinking of what it reminds us of, 
rather than TFiretown themselves, 
In the end, my impression is one 
of ennui.the songs never really go 
anywhere, they do it well, but fail 
to avoid boredom.if you really, 
really. love X.c.i.. and the 3syrds, 
then maybe you will like this, but 
I would recommend avoiding all 








three.Ch, Jartney too.A:thanTIc 
Records/75 itockefeller Flaza/lew 
York, .1Y./10019 
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Heaven U&F 
The only disaprointment being that 
there isn't more to thie six song, 
mind-altering, 12" %F.i never ima- 
gined a release of this cuality 
would come this cuickly, and be 
equally as dubious as "The “ew Man- 
son fanily" 7 
tion on "The 
rore reali 


neanson. ask 


.iiowever, the produc- 


is much 
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that odd xix that sets hincter 
“usic apart from Tarth. They certain- 
ly have changed since their debut 
7", but still neve retained those 
factors which play with your mind, 
but don't make you sweat.The metal- 
lic overtenes are less obvious, 
though still audible.The token cover 
tune.on this outing is Hendrix's "I 
Don't Live Today",:LACESC Records/ 
FO Box 23316/ihoenix, Ac. /€5063 
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DASH AIF ACCR= LE 

I would not be surrrised to see, 
within a year, Dash sip 2ock in 
similar standings as the likes of 
Jason and the Scorchers, the fel 
Puegos, and the Georgia Satellites. 
fact is, DR2 is New Crleans' answer 
to Pock'n'o011/Blues/Rock'a'Billy, 
but with a twist; At times, their 
musical ability seems to stretch 
far beyond that of their peers. 
However, there are commercial pray- 
for-radio-play songs on this li, 
but I won't knock them for it, be- 
cause they do prove that their ta- 
lent excedes that veil.Din knows 
how to use slick producticn to 
their advantage, instead of poison- 
ing their sound.6@8 Records/FU 30x 
54343/Atlanta, GA./3030S 
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LETHAL GCSESL<iartian “hores LF 
It's hard to be definate with such 
an oddly sculptured record like 
this, but the general feeling seems 
to be dark. Rock'’n'Roll.Not. Veath 
Rock, but a sometimes hishly basic, 
well rroduced sound that still, 
with all it's darkness, “as an up- 
& He-Ttts*foss=runns oF 
modern: “oek'n'Rol 
S more likely when 
thal's version of 
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the Beatles "why Don't ve Do It In 
the toad", which. incorrerate - 
Specimen, and many 
More. 5 SY Records/?C Box 
4100¢¢/San francisco, 3A./94141- 
00¢s 
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a eny the first-born rights 
some of these bands would be lu- 
rous.< i e Jerks, .gen* 
Sistortion, Thanrel 
and TSChL, to name a 
x rants herein, nave cre=- 
ated what I would call the folklore 
of American Funk,.i11 previously re= 
leased , but some not so easily 
found, these sonzs revresent the 
changes from early hew ‘ave and 
Tunk scenes to the sounds of today. 
cheap synths and minimal talent 
Plagued many of these srouns, Sut 
years later, at present, some of 
these bands are still in the fore- 
front of american Funk.FOSH 3CY Re- 
cords/3355 J, F] Segundo Blvd./ 
Hawthorne, Ca. /C0250 
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TH. ARTFUL BATARCD SCLITCTICHV-Vol. 


As a friend of mine put it, "These 
are all the reozle you see articles 
about in “eyboard Nagazine, but you 
don't want to read them, because 
they look boring." Kow, I'm no 
great expert on ‘ew Age music, but 
I've listened and liked my share, 
and these four artists represent 
hew Age in such a way that it makes 
it obvious where they are coning 
from. very one has played a major 
role in the musical scores for e- 
very hit movie for the last five 
years it seems.sach one has been a 
Grammy nominee or winner for that 
participation, and their commerci- 
alism shows.¥For me to really enjoy 
New Age, there has. to be a bit of 
obscurity or a auirk of style in 
it's sound.iere there is none,ART- 
FUT BALANTZ Records/530® Derry Ave./ 
Agoura Hills, 7A./91301 


TYANCUR ROCKS<T/A LE 

This is a half decent !.etal compil- 
ation, literally, alf of these 
bands are good.l'amour, "The Rock 
Japitol of 3rooklyn", is a metal 
club in NYC, and ?.ercenary Records 
has seen fit to release an *F of 
eight up and coming Hard Rock and 
iieavy i.etal bands. that are regular- 
ly featured there.I've only heard 
mention of a couple of these bands, 
but as Mercenary claims, I will 
hear more from them./rathchild and 
attacker are powerful and fast, yet 
not Speed Metal, thovgh Gethal Ag- 
eresion makes up for that with 
"Generic Funk", a speedy crossover 
tune.?:ost of the other material 
leans towards Zard Rock or commer- 
cial Metal with only a couple of 
duds .?.3RCNYARY Records/330 =udson 
St./New York, YY. /10013 


COTCRS=The Collection Y/A LF 


Maybe it's unorthodox, but for me 
the best way to judge a New age re- 
cord is to get somethine to do(like 
reviews), rut the needle down, and 
set off to do the chosen task.If 
you remain uninterrupted by spasms 
of air guitar, fake drumming, or 
‘whatever, and you don't necessarily 
notice when the needle lifts off, 
it's a good few Age record.This is 
a good compilation, however, there 
is more to it.This IF contains some 
very substantial and attractive 
melodies that I wouldn't hesitate 
to play at any time.JCI/5308 Derry 
Ave./Agoura Hills, CA./91301 


BAY OF PIGS-Flastic Fig UF 

More than just music, Bay of Pigs' 
sound is a mood.The rich sonor of 
each song is a result of deer vo- 
cals and synth drone while the bass 
and drums just thump along.There's 
always something going on in their 
music, whether it's a straightfor- 
ward or highly dissonant guitar 
solo or strange vocal effect.It's 
not necessarily my cup of tea, but 
this LF certainly takes a respect- 
able stance.CHAlisl30N Records/3355 
v. 31 Segundo, cA. /90250 
2.5.0.i.-Thoughts of Yesterday L 
As the title suggests, this is not 
the 2.5.0,5. of today.I just re= 
ceived a large glossy promotional 
postcard from <nigma Records push- 
ing T.5.0.5.'s new "Hit and Run" 
LF.The pictures on this postcard 
advertise the band as make-up ¢ecds, 
with trendy lone hair and stiff 
leatner-wear.It's certainly a con- 
trast..fter many years and some 
line-up changes, who could guess 
that this TF holds their roots.A 
novel idea from Fosh Boy Records; 
Remember an inovational Funk band 
‘as they were.Z0SH BOY Recoré3/3355 
d, ZL Segundo 3lvd./Hawthorne, CA./ 
90250 
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ANVIT:-Strength of Steel LF 

So far, I'm rather stuck for com- 
pliments of this LF.,It has an odd- 
ness, a possible darkness in it's 
bland repitition, that most commer- 
cial Metal bands, not necessarily 
neglect, but don't find an interest 
in."Concrete Jungle" is a prime ex- 
ample.ror me to really enjoy a com- 
mercial hetal band, they have to 
have an extraordinary amount of 
talent and originality, which Anvil 
does not prove.METAL BLADE/=SIGMA 
Records/1750 =. Holly ave./FO Box 
2428/31 Segundo, CA./90245-2428 


-ROYAL CRESCEI2 MOB-Omerta LF 


I've got a friend who's rather par- 
ticular about the kind of funk he 
likes.Some old Doobie Brothers is 
about as far into rock as he gets, 
and James Brown is God.He likes 
Royal Crescent Mob, and bud, why 
the hell not? There's only one 
black guy too. /hite funk, yeah, and 
better than the red Hots at that. 
Even a bit of harmonica to boot, 
just so you remember that they are 
generally white guys--black at “ 
heart, but where's George Clinton? 
I guess you don't need him to be 
funky.5ven a funky fish on the co- 
ver.MOVING TARGET Records/330 Hud- 
son St./New York, NY./10013 


TEXAS IFSTRUMINTS=- LP 

(Reviewer's note: The hardest re- 
cords to review are the ones that 
leave me without a distinct feel- 
ing.Being a musician myself, I do 


_ not desire to be critical of peers. 


Rather, I prefer to describe the 
music so that my review can be a 
decision making tool for readers 
that collect music.) The Texas In- 
struments use all the conventions 
of a progressive rock group.rri- 
marily an "I don't care" posturing 
in the vocals.The guitars blaze, 
and the drum beats all sound like 
Grant Hart(dusker) was playing.Nay- 
be it is him...On all these unin- 
spiring LF's I've heard lately. 
RABID CAT Records/FO Box 49263/ 
Austin, TX./7€765 

Jilly WYisely 


GCO GOO DCLIS- LP 

After discussing this LP with Mer- 
cenary's former press guy, Cal Zone, 
he persuaded me to give it a few 
more listens and to look upon it 


with a new attitude.I suppose what 
he did is considered cheating, but 
to an extent it did work.My initial 
listens lead me to the conclusion: 
that this was Hardcore, which I now 
find was a falicy.It's more of a 
fast, distorted pop record: with 
standard progressions, those same 
old hooks that have and will always 
work, plus two standard cover tunes 
("Sunshine of Your Love" & "Don't 
Fear the Reaper"), and a lot of 
their own personality.Add it up and 
you have kind of a Punk garage band 
who like Blue Cyster Cult.MERCSNARY 
Records/330 Hudson St./New York, 
ry. /10013 


HAFFY wWORLD-Flowing Field LP 

At first glance, Happy World are a 
Funk band.At second glance, there 
are hot solos.At third glance, the 
guitar and bass freauent subtle 
effects.ind damned if it ain't on 
the fourth glance that I fell in 
love.Yeah, a much awaited LF, but I 
can see it's been worth it.RABID 
CAT Records/fO 3Box49263/Austin, 
TX./7E765 


GREEN PAJAMAS-Book of Hours LP 
Behind a superbly attractive cover 
lays a record so incredibly Bea- 
tlesque, I'm not sure whether to 
love or hate it.The problem isn't 
necessarily within the Beatle par- 
allels, but the fact that the song 
writing style is more that of Mc- 
Cartney, rather than the deeper 
Lennon-like social critiaues.McCar- 
tney was one of the original "Fop" 
(as we know it today) songwriters, 
wheras Lennon's song's generally 
overflowed with emotion.I must ad- 
mit that I'm impressed with the 
quality of the F.J.'s music, and I 
do respect them for using real 
trombone, oboe, sitar, cello, trun- 
pet, sax, mandolin, piano, and bag- 
pipes, rather than electronically 
sampled sounds, which are so com- 
mon these days.I'm not saying this 
is a Beatles rip-off, but I think 
if tney take the time to develop 
more, with all their combined tal- 


ent, they could create a near per- 
fect record,Gisst MCNKEY 2ecords 

FO Box 319°3/Seattle, WA. /C8103 
JOHNNY THUNDSAS-Stations of the 
Cross cass. 

ROIR pulls out a high class release 
with Johnny Thunders live at the 
Mudd Club in NY., 19€2.The ex-lew 
York Doll shows us what Rock'n'Roll 
is. about.Cinicism, vanity, apathy, 
sexism, it's all so hard to do well, 
and Thunders does it with particu- 
lar focus and drama on these two 
late night sets.Xunning were the 
tape deck and the camere, capturing 
the event for Teck Kowalski, the 
award winning director of DCA, Sex 
Stars, and Gringo.Xowalski comment- 
ing on the show, asserts, "every- 
thing that was suppossed to happen 
but did not happen, happened.His 
film, "Stations of the Cross", 
starring Thunders as Jesus will be 
released sometime in '&7.The foot- 
age belonging to this soundtrack 
cassette will appear in the film. 
It promises to be intense, because 
Kowalski continues, "The pure days 
of Chuck Berry and The Sex Fistols 
are over...bdut Johnny plays on!" 
RCIR/611 Broadway/Suite 725/New 
York, KY./10012 

Willy disely 


BROKEN BONESer.C.A.D. LF 

when one considers Broken 3ones' 
brutally trenchant 19€5 release of 
"Bonecrusher", "F.0C.A.D." becomes 
shit on vinyl.“y disappointment is 
beyond conceivable comprehension. 
Somewhere between '€5 and '€7, 3B 
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By David J. Kaplan, Safari Magazine, c/o Carleton College, Northfield, MN. 
55057. $2.00 postage paid. 








went throngh a number of line-up 
changes, released a personally un- 
heard "lever Say Tie" slab, and 
generally shot to shit.jhether it's 
production or nersonel, this record 
lacks the abrasive Metal edze so 
outstandingly framed within "3one- 
crusher".The thick srind is now a 
humping whine, while this TF's live 
side 3 is an unprofessional obli- 
teration of sone “3onecrusher" 
tunes, namely the thrashing "D 
itated". ever mind, [OMBAT CORD Re- 
cords/149-03 Guy Brewer 3lvd./ 
Jamaica, NY./11434 





DCBERMAN-Attack cass, 

The general appearance of this cas- 
sette is quite deceiving. The logo 
design and great cover art, as well 
as some of the song titles, suggest 
a deavy Metal band, and at first 
listen, they were seemingly, to a 
point, a mock-retal/iiard Rock band. 
However, despite it's initial ef- 
fect, this tape is neither Hard 
Rock, nor Heavy Metal.In fact, I'd 
say Doberman are rather hard to 
place.Their music isn't a melodic 
or dirty Rock'n'Roll.It's not real- 
ly Funk, though it could be a kind 
of Fost-lunk reaction thing.It's 
kind of simplistic, suitar-oriented 
Slightly deathy, yet sometimes sa- 
tirical Rock'n'Roll, but then a+ 
gain, maybe not.I'm undecissive a- 
bout my taste for this tare as well, 
as if this review didn't prove it. 
ANGEL TRUMPET/FO Box 127/anahein, 
CA. /92805 


WALLMEN= $3.00 cass. 

The amount of potential here cer- 
tainly outweighs the amount of good 
music.25 tunes on this homemade 
cassette that span the galaxy of 
experimental musics, where a song 
can have a Death iock feel, be com- 
pletely minimalistic, or be fairly 
straight-forward, though highly in- 
impressive..Jeakly sampled drums and 
tin guitar sound leave this tare 
hollow with very little to knaw on. 
DEAD JUDY/7711 Lisa ™n./N. Syra- 
cuse, NY./13212 


ROBYN HITCHCCCK- Surgery flexi 
Sven though flexi disc sound qual- 
ity is below average and "Surgery" 
is far from Hitchcock's more bril- 
liant material, this disk is a 
necessity for any fan of Hitchcock, 
In my current state of fanaticism 
over xobyn Hitchcock, anything 
bearing his name is worthy of a 
million spins.iAvailable with The 
Bob Magazine. #30.151 1st ave./ 
Suite F/New York, NY./10003 





FLAMING LIPS-Oh tty Gawd, The Tlam- 
ing Lips!!! LP 
The Lips need not mention St. John 
Iennon and 2, Crumb to win me,an 
incredible LP,The segues, the 
noises, the mix, the extra-gorzeous 
fold-out cover, +e inhibition, and 
all the sudli aumor really leave 
@ mark, The Tir re so righteous. 
Igey, Velvets, iusker, i.0 5, Bea- 
tles freaks come crawlin'. lotally 
cool! 
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SitKY rHITIPS=— SE 
mere he is folks...a guy named 
Binky with a band.Recorded live 
some afternoon at CBGB's, this 5- 
song =F is a little sparce, but 
very tight. ick Teyland gives a 
solid performance on the drums, 
while Sara tee(formerly wit: Gang 
of ‘our and Robyn Hitchcock) gives 
an uncluttered and concise bass 
sound.3inky covers rhythm/lead gui- 
tar with self-admitted influences 
from the ‘ho, while he sings with 
a strong style.This is one of 
those records that sort of grows 
on you.It's 3inky's only record 
(though he's been around a long 
time), so don't let it grow on you 
too much, ‘cause you can't get any 
more.iy only complaint is his 
voice.as I say, he's a strons 
Singer,. but I can't hel> but think 
of Sammy ‘lagar and Peter Yrampton. 
son't let that scare you away, it's 
a good live record. CARCI S Records/ 
5 crosby St./!ew York, NY./10013 
2111 Sor 


"Vightmare At Minneapolis’ 7th 
Street sntry(or any new band show- 
Pek 
re) 
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MYSTIC SY-i'y Dime To Leave 7" 
Here's how it zoes.First, the vea- 
bles play.I need mention but two 
things about tnem.i)Solos are play- 
ed on a mini Jasic keyboard, and 2) 
they are proud to be the Jeables.My 
guess is that they're from the su- 
burbs. 

Next, Risky Shift from Atlanta 
plays.‘hnis band is more serious 
than the first, but they're that 
much more boring and clunky. Their 
musical inabilities hide behind the 
amorpnous reverb shroud and the 
‘60's Garage Funk nomer. 

Mystic Eyes of 3uffulo plays last. 
They do the psychodelic thing much 
better, but if bands are only soing 
to rehash the rast, it'd better be 
remarkaDle Sturi.vaKxe ur! 





RITUAT, TENSICN-Yotel California =F 
Attempting to scratch the same 
surface as Sonic Youth, New York's 
Zitual Tension, by using odd guitar 
tunings, slow rhythms, and unmel- 
odions melodies, have constructed 

a fairly depressing rehash of the 
Zagles' classic "Hotel Talifornia",. 
It all seems very uninspired-- 
possibly just for the trend of it. 
However, Ri seem uncomfortable 
doing "art music", as if they could 
never pull it off live withont 
tuning up to 3.And this I find with 
only -three songs. il DENT TABoL 
ALLIANCH/EG Box 5¢4? 


ay shore, 
VY. /11706 











THe CALAMITING=- LP 

“ith a 3:1 girl/guy ratio, a native 
homeland of france, and a keen 
sense of years past, The Calami= 
ties, half in zrench, present the 
listener with early '60's, part 
surf and part 3ritish Invasion 
styled Rock'n'Soll.If french isn't 
your thing, tne incessant female 
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SARITTICreclutehine at Straws TF 
There comes a time in every music 
critics life when he receives a re- 
cord wnere his input probably won't 
be the deciding factor in whether 
the record goes platinum or not. 
sngland's surersrourp, Marillion, 
already proved their selling power 
and popularity; I don't resent them 
for it.Unlike a lot of popular rock 
groups, t.arillion also prove them- 
selves as songwriters and artists, 
leaving their sound somewhere near 
tete Townsend's "Chinese Zyes" 12. 
"Clutching..." is easy to listen 
to, except for the extrene radio 
tune, "Incommunicado", which you 
may have already heard and blown 
off.This music is deep and general- 
ly does not cater to radio, seeing 
as most of side one is connected, 
This sound and style is rare in 
these times, so I do recommend it. 
SAFIfCL Records/1750 i. Vine St./ 
Hollywood, 0A, /9002S 

THE CYNICS-Blue Train Station LE 

No Way 7" 

There is a point where an overflow 
of throw-back '6C0's Punk Garage 
bands leads the listener to be ra- 
ther skeptical about buying or 


hearing anymore.3ut, do not doubt 


The Cynics.At first, I thought 
their extreme attempt at looking 
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and sounding authentic, even down 
to the album cover, was lame for 
the reason that they weren't dis- 
tinguishing themselves, merely co- 
pying an era gone by.But with more 
listens, they begin to stand out 
from your basic '60's rip-off 
band.The hook-filled songs with 
sneering vocals, organ, fuzz box, 
and tamborine, create a full sound, 
possibly better than a lot of _the 
originals.Maybe their best trait, 
however, is that they know not to 
overuse a specific token effect 
like many other bands neglect to 
do.GET HIF Records/509 ist St./ 
Canonsburg, FA./15317 : 


BATPISH BOYS-The Bomb Song 7" 

If I was to say that this is 
raunchy X'n'R, I would be wrong.In 
fact, these are the most slick and 
flawlessly produced songs to ever 
cross my turntable with the label 
of ock'n'Roll.I'm not complaining, 
because desrite the lack of ingen- 
uity in these tunes, they are well 
done and powerfully pulled off.This 
British band takes more or less a 
dance beat drum sound, perfectly 
distorted guitar riffs, and ameri- 
can ick vocals, singing about 
American things, like "I'm a Cadil- 
lac", and ties it together with 
production and attractive packag- 
ing, and somenow pulis it off.R2ED 
RHINO & CARTET/PC Box HF2/leeds 

1:56 12N/Mmeland 
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BLATSNT LISSENT-Dreams 7" 


Four Thicago dudes with two songs, 
from a 14 song recording session, 
released inderendently as a pre- 
cursor to signing with a label and 
releasing the other 12 tracks.In 
this mere sampling of BD, I can see 
that they have supreme potential to 
be in the forfront of Chicago's 
Funk scene, taking over where Naked 
naygun leaves off.They hold the 
Chicago sound, but bring it about 
differently through production.as a 
matter of ofinion, I think these 
two tracks lack in upfront guitar 
sound, but overflow with drums, 
namely the pistol-shot snare. They 
have extreme potential and an LF 
would no doubt be impressive.NG 
BLOW Records/FO Box 127/Dekalb, 
111. /60115 


DEATH-Scream Bloody Gore LF 
There's a point in Thrash Metal 
where it's just too much.Death does 
nothing to set themselves apart 
from any speed-grunge Death Metal 
band.Cf course they're extremely 
fast and heavy, but so are many 
others, a minority of which go a- 
bout it in a more musical way, not 
just banging it into vinyl.COMBAT 
Records/149-03 Guy Brewer Blvd./ 
Jamaica, NY./11434 


RUKEING WILD-Under Jolly Roger @P 
Running /ild, despite a fairly 
slick non-thrash metal image, con- 
vey a hard, utterly potent edge.The 
fact that they utilise piracy as a 
theme for this record is beyond 
frivolous, seeing as their sound 
doesn't need a gimmick to prove 
it's style.lothing musically stands 
above on this LP, but simply, ex- 
cept for the gimmicks, it's a solid 
well-mapped piece of vinyl.?OIs= 
"ATIONAT, Records/I2D/149-03 
Brewer 3lvd./Jamaica, MY./11434 
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YShI S-Give Me Convenience 
or Give Me Death LF 

yhether you're a DK's fan or not, 
this vinyl is a necessary addition 
to complete any collection.It con- 
tains all the D%'s hard to find 
ingles plus unreleased and live 
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THE CRUCIFUCKS 


tracks, each more "Dead Fennedy" 
than the next.There's no denying 
the classics, and the DK's certain- 
ly produced their share, as this LP 
exemplifies.Also included is a 
flexi with two additional tracks as 
well as a singularly "DE's" insert 
vook.alDaRNATIVS TENTACLES/FO Box 
1145€/san Francisco, CA./94101 


VIVA UNKHONTIC- V/A LE 

Rarely is there a compilation re- 
leased which contains such a di- 
verse selection of good bands(the 
cream of the crop if you will).All 
proceeds are being donated to an 
anti-apartheid group, which alone 
might be reason enough to buy it..s 
well, the cover is exceptionally 
attractive and a thick booklet is 
included.Scream, Morzelrpronk, The 
=x, Rhythm Pigs, and 76% Uncertain, 
hold claim to merely a few of the 
outstanding songs within.They also 
represent. the diversity of sounds 
and countries heard on this record. 
Everything from Hardcore to =xper- 
imental, to the Robert Fripp in- 
spired, "Friprery", by Holland's 
Morzelpronk,.Definately MORDAM Re- 
eords/FO Box 9&°/San Francisco, 

dA. /94101 


ONSTAUGHT-Power From Hell LF 

A rerelease of this British Death 
Metal bands first LP by Combat(ori- 
ginally released by Fusmort), could 
possibly be one of the most cruel 
deeds ever done."Fower From tell" 
is lietal from hell.cod help us all, 
I think I just heard the devil at 
my door..<.f you want sonething 
good from Onslaught, with at least 
some production, get "She force". 


Sra 


COMBAT Records/14°=-03 Guy Brewer 


BRIAL BRAI<2ime Flies when You're 
Having Toast LP 

True modern disco from peorle who 
are obviously good and confident 
about doing it: former TIl, members 
and others.I really can't get into 
it.I suess too many overduhs and 





they are good 


Hudson St. / 
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SWORD-iietalized =F : 
Sword are the new wave of commer- 
cial itetal.They are faster and more 
abrasive than Dio, though ccentent 
is similar, but they are too slow 
to be included in the recent up- 
surge of Speed and Thrash Metal.I 
have no doubt they will be at least 
moderately successful, but who's to 
say? COMBAT Records/149-03 Guy ~~ 
Brewer Blvd./Jamaica, NY./11434 


OUT CF ORDER-Paradise Lost EP 

A close listen reveals that Thica- 
go's Cut of Order are not ordinary 
Hardcore.In fact, they're a bit 
harder to classify when you consi- 
der the sonic throb guitar sound 
(almost Bob Mould), the Hardcore 
meets Metal rhythms, -Rock'n'zoll 
songwriting styles(maybe Fost Punk) 
and the gutsy throat vocals.Add it 
all up and basically we have a 
Punk band generating their own 
sound. INDEPENDENT LABET, ALLIANCS/ 
PO Box 594M/Bay Shore, NY./11706 


CELTIC FROST-Into the Pandimonium 
LP ; 
It's a love it or hate it type of 
thing.It's either considered new 
and exciting or way too experimen- 
tal.Either way, "Into..." is one of 
the most talked about Metal albums 
of the year,Celtic Frost certainly 
deserve respect for utilising vio- 
lin, an opera singer, and other 
such taboos, but calling themselves 
Avant-Garde is silly, seeing as 
every song has at least a cohesive 
structure.iowever, they do add and 
subtract a lot of factors consider- 
ed commonplace in fietal.The produc- 
tion is the best Celtic “rost has 
ever managed, as: all instruments 
are more clear and devastating. The 
heavy songs are heavier, and the 
serious songs are more so, while 
Wall of Yoodoo's "I.exican Radio" 
trips the first step as it is the 
first song; righteously so, how- 
ever; kind of like laughing in our 
faces.I'm just going with it though 






Uae 
TICNAT/UCHBAT Xecords/14°-03 Guy 
Brewer Blvd./Jamaica, NY./11434 
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GREAT WHITE-Once Bitten LP 


'Chances are, many of you have heard 


Lin) 


Rock Me", the extremely led Zep- 
pelinish radio song off this LF, on 
your local commercial station.It's 
a good song, even with it's heavy 
Zeppelin overtones.,actually, most 
of this album is good, but not ex- 
ceptional.Great J/hite have always 
been that way for me, and though 
certain qualities of this record 
are top knotch, the hooks just 
don't hook me,cSAPITOl Records/1750 
N. Vine St./iollywood, CA. /9002& 


SILOS-Cuba LF 

Merely one listen exposes the Silos 
as the most promising Country-Nock 
band in existence.Their music seem- 
ingly has a great imract on the way 
I feel, and too few bands have I 
ever considered mood-altering. Tight 
sensitive, sometimes oddly strung, 
the Silos treat this vinyl as if it 
were their last; extremely whole- 
heartedly.Almost out-weighing these 
wonderful grooves is the brilliant- 
ly composed back cover phote,2ECORD 
COLLECT/FC Box 20&45/Tomrkins Sq. 
Station/New York, “Y./1000° 


G.B.H.-No Need To Fanic LF 

G.3.., innearly all aspects, are a 
Rock band.Many of their songs, 3- 
chord or not, are nothing more than 
power=-fock with srikey air. “heir 
sense of humor escapes me, as near- 
ly every tune has an intro record- 
ing of anything from radio to filn, 
resulting in much wasted space. They 
could have easily created a more 
Musically inclined record, and at 
least gained my respect, but at= 
tempts at cleverness, especially 
with British humor leaves me hung. 
COMBAT CORS Records/149-03 suy 
Brewer Blvd,/Jamaica, NY./11434 


NONE sHADSONVER= V/A LE 

A compilation of generally mediocre 
undiscovered Zast Coast bands, 
scoping everything from 2.%.%. rock 
Pop, experimental(to an extent), 
Punk, and beyond.3y far, my favor- 
ite is “xpando Brain, a band I grew 
to like by way of their vigorous 
"Mother of God" ZF, also on Yacant 
Tot.VACANT LOT Records/Sox 21287/ 
Empire State Flaza Station/Albany, 
NY. /12220 


TIRH4 TIREZ-Social Responsibility 
cassingle 
Bland Fop at best.as I scrape for 
descriptions, I find myself in a 
stupor. There is nothing special a- 
bout Tirez Tirez, or at least these 
two songs.They are attractive and 
sedate, but even their nooks are 
dull .FRINTITIVE MAN R2SCORDING co./ 
190 Universal Sity Ylaza/2uilding 
422/Universal City, SA. /°1608 
TI EX-2oo Many Cowboys dbl. LP 
=xperimental, but cohesive. ollow 
sedate intros building into-stren- 
uous epic length tunes, 7ith an ac- 
companying newspaper and lyric 
sheet, this double LP is as thick 
as it is long.Politics and society 
are number one on The =x's song- 
writing list, so if you dig politi- 
‘cally concious, melodious experi- 
mentation, this is your bag.MORDAM 
Records/PO Box 9f€/San Francisco, 
CA. /94101 


BIG BLACK-Headache LF/Heartbeat 7" 
"darning: Not as good as 'Atomizer' 
so don't get your hopes up, cheese. 
truth to that statement. "Neadache" 
doesn't have the songwriting and 
melody hooks contained in "Atomiz- 
er", Big Black's previous LF re- 
lease. It's still plenty crunchy 


» Or so says the sticker.There is - 


though, and if you ain't satisfied 
with "Headache", get the "Heart- 
beat" 7", a cool remake of an old 
Wire tune."Big Black fucks up a 
perfectly good /ire song", or so 
says the poster. TOUCH & GO Records/ 
FO Box 25520/Chicago, 111. /60625 


SWIREING POOL .'S-Firing Squad For 
God EF 
Despite the relative weakness of 
the title track, side two contains 
four Rock songs dipped in eccentri- 
city.The songwriting and fuitar 
work step forward the most on the 
initial spins, but eventually you 
realize the outstanding subtleties 
each instrument emits.: would not 
be afraid to say that tris is the 
future of Rock, if the .'s have 
anything to say about it.53 Records/ 
432 Moreland Ave. !.5./atlanta, 
GA. /30307 


CUNTS-It Came from The Garage live 
LE 
Nothing new or inovational about 
this '60's fuzz box Rock, There 
usually isn't anything new in music 
that's being rehashed, which I see 
as the number one problem wit” 
‘60's Funk bands.’ number of them 
add and subtract their own styles, 
while others pour out proven for- 
mulas.The Cunts do incorporate a 
modern Funk sound, but that as well 
is far from inovational.DISTUR3ING 
peeoens? 20 Box 11463/Chicago, I11./ 
60611 ; 


FAICAL SCREAM-Volume I LF 

They are what seem to be a garage 
band of Speed tietal.This LF, digi- 
tal or not, is produced more lixe a 
Hard Rock statement than a :ieavy 
Metal overdub job.However, this 
sets them apart from the wasteland 
we call New York's Metal scene.?.any 
of these tunes stick in your head 
the whole day, like the creepy hor- 
ror tune, "Mr. MceCreedy".The out- 
right technicality is minimal, but 
each song is diverse in it's sound 
and seperate from the next. The 
songwriting is interesting and ori- 
ginal, and is easy to thrash or 
sing along to.MERCENARY Records/330 
Hudson .St./New York, NY./10013 


SAVAGE REPUBLIC-Tragic Figures LP 
Considering the recent boom of 


noise bands to hit-vinyl, I'd say 


this were no different.However, 
like Sonic Youth, Savage Republic 
has been doing it a long time; A 
lot longer than the myriads who 
follow.I find myself a bit more en- 
thralled with Savage Republic. The 
quality of this release is far su- 
pericr to that of the newcomers, 
so obviously this 'F comes recon- 
mended. INDSVENDINT FROJECT/cyuAl=- 
BLSCt MUSIC GRCUF/3355 J, 21 Se= 


‘gundo Blvd./iawthorne, CA./90250 


WIZZY BORD=N-Visual Ties LE 

Despite my reservations about this 
brand of commercial Metal, I com- 
pletely respect *izzy Borden, in 
all his ugliness, for sticking with 
it and putting forth a solid re- 
cord wit» solid songs.Nany of the 
tunes are very catchy, especially 
considering Borden's sneering 
voice(kind of like if Dave mustaine 
weren't pissed off).ITSTAL BIADE/ 
ENIGMA Records/1750 3, Holly Ave./ 
FO Box 242°/21 Segundo, 0A. /90245- 
2428cu 


MACHING DOG-Sic ‘Em demo 

A Metal trio very obviously stem- 
ming from New Jersey.The Jersey- 
esque noxious vocal style, also 
heard through the likes of 4.0.D., 
is a dead give away.The vocals and 


horribly sampled train sounds(intro 


for "Adrenaline Train") are my on- 
ly complaints about this 3-song 
demo, which in fact is very much 
Crossover.It lacks an over-produced 
low end, which leaves it less in- 
tense, and a little more refreshing 
as compared to your average Cross- 
over.) ACHIT® DCG/FO Box 1502/ 
Cherry Hill, tJ. /08034 
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THN SOTORS-MNalos Tolores “iF 

I was rather surprised to find how 
enjoyable this TF is, as their last 
"Vivid Solors" 12" was rather bland 
and una;pealing to me."Kalos Color- 
es", however, contains some well 
written Rock/fop songs and even 
holds well with it's production. The’ 
melodies are much more attractive, 
and I wouldn't hesitate to recom- 
mend this Detroit 4-piece to any 
fan of sock.7he Tolors have obvi- 
ously gained experience and should 
no doubt be heard. FGE ecords/FO 
Box 154°1/Detroit, HI./4&215 


F.3. O'NZIRI-Tomorrow's Jaiting IF 
Cn first listen, I found nothing 
extremely attracting about this 
somber Pop release. “verything about 
this album is the highest auality, 
from production to the album cover, 
but I'm sorry to say that after 
five more listens, I still found 
nothing to excite my senses. ’ery 
much just bland light Rock/Fop. 
VSLVETCNE Records/607 J. 3rd/ 
Zllensburg, VA, /CFC26 


NUCL ZAR ASSAULT-The Flague EF 
Besides the incredible cover illi- 
stration, "The Plague" is a good 
Metal release, better than their 
debut "Game Cver" LP.However, they 
still try too hard to be Crossover, 
especially obvious when hearing a 
song like "Butt Puck", which fol- 
lows the exact formula of Suicidal 
Tendencies’ "Institutionalized".The 
instrumental "Game Over" is an in- 
crecible way to start this EP, as 
it's the best track, though Dan 
Lilker(formerly with Anthrax) has 

a great voice and proves it on "The 
Plague" and "Cross of Iron",CCOMBAT 
Records/14°-03 Guy Brewer Blvd./ 
Jamaica, NY./11434 


ARTLESS-Fublic Display/Terrorist 7" 
For some reason I think of George 
Thorogood doing Hardcore, Famous 
Punk Rock patriot, Mykel Board, and 
his group, Artless, rocking on PIL 
viffs, speaking on political/social 
issues in a lighter context."Ter- 
rorist" is a bit slower, perhaps 
Sxperimental, but generally they 
prove to be a dandy Punk Rock band 
in an age of few,SsIDBOARD WORLD 
ENTSRERISES/75 Bleeker St./New 
York, NY./10012 


SWANIC YOUTH-Sonic Yoot/Swan Jovi 
4" 
Sure it's a spoof, but sonic: Youth 
has become trendy, but so is Bon 
Jovi.in fact, "Swan Jovi" isn't a 
bad tune.iiighly listenable, if you 
dig guitar-oriented =xperimental/ 
Uoise music.Side one's "Sonic Yoot" 
is a bit racking, rather torturous, 
closer to Folka or something done 
on a street corner.SZIDS0ARD WCRLD 
SE TERERISSS/75 3leeker St./iew 
York, rYy./10012 


Jreen River nave gained a lot of 
recognition in these parts as being 
one hot 32'n'2 band.All it takes, to 
see the potency of "Dry..." is to 
check out the cover,Hair and fuck- 
in' suitars, the best combo since 
milk'n'cookies,licks, riffs, and 
snarls.Alice, Glam, and a Les Faull.’ 





Rockin'!.S5UB «GF Records/EO Box 
20646 /Seattle, iA. /9E102 





LAIBACi-Life is Life 3F 

Cnce you get past the creery cover 
art, you'll find the German medium 
beat dance band, Laibach.a bit more 
melodic than most modern disco Wax 
Trax has picked up on, but never- 
theless, destined for the dance 
floors once again. JAX TRAX Records/ 
2445 N, Tincoiln ave./Chicago, I11./ 
60614 


MINISTRY-Halloween Remix/Nature of 
Cuttakes 12" 

This steps in the right direction 
as far as the big monster beat 
dance shit I dig, but it's too hea- 
vy on the vocal dubs.If you turn up 
all the bass and play it at 33 rpm, 
it's pretty scorchin' though.’heck 
out the revolting Uocks if you want 
the heavy stuff, which does include 
a Ministry member.JAX TRAX Records/ 
2445 %. Lincoln ave./Chicago, I1l./ 
60614 


FIGURE LIfe OUT= =P 

Fairly synthetic Pop music. ith 
their talent for a melody and song- 
writing, they could be an incredi- 
ble band, if they loosen up a bit, 
step out of the porular formulas, 
and rely on a bit of spontaneity, 
instead of perfection. INDEFUNDENT 
LABSL ALLIANCE/FO Box 594M/3ay 
Shore, NY./11706 


RAGE-Execution Guaranteed UE 
‘when I was first exposed to Rage, 
by way of their 1986 import “TF, 
"Xeign of Fear", my reaction was 
less than enthusiastic. Tney did no- 
thing to seperate themselves fron 
what a lot of other German etal 
bands were doing at the same time. 
After listening to "Execution Guar- 
anteed" once, I was hooked.i've 
nearly worn my cory out with in- 
cessant play, and it's hard to pic- 
ture any Metal fan who wouldn't do 
the same.Rage have learned melody, 
constant tempo changes, as well as 
speed and a hard edge, while still 
keeping in the range of diverse ar- 
peal.An extremely strong release, 
and no doubt Rage's time has come. 
NOISE INTERNATICNAL/SSCOED VISIC 


5 Crosby St./New York, IHY./10013 





MOANERS-Out To Fill cass. 

A weird combination of tunes that 
sound like they were recorded on a 
box.Some utilise chincy synth and 
electronic drums, while others are 
straight-forward guitar music.Both 
areas, as well as all others cover- 
ed, need a bit of brushing up.FO 
Box 0614/Newark, D3./19715-0614 


NECN JUDGSMENT=A Man Ain't Yo 
vhen a Man Ain't Got No Horse 
Man... EP 

Since the first time I heard the 

Neon Judgement, I was drawn to 

their hypnotic power.The strong, 

sometimes industrial. rhythms, with 
droning keyboards and wicked com- 
binations of effects, not to men- 
tion the lifted vocals, punched ny 
ears.They are dance, but they are 
heavy.PLAY IT AGAIN SAN Records/ 
67 Rue De Cureghem/1000 Brussels/ 
Belgium 


Man 
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BOCDHITRETS-Katie LP 

The rougher, more British side of 
Fop, with a stronger rhythm and 
more forceful instrumentation. lot 
of oddities that keer me enthralled 
with this interesting release, 
Sometimes a bit dark, but other 
times very light-hearted. Talented 
songwriters, or possibly they just 
know how to work with their effects 


and production.1OST ARTS Records/ 
FC Box £5338/Los Angeles, 04./¢0072 


MUS RCYAL COURT OF CHINA- LE 
If you consider the am 
lining the brains o 
yourt, and at first 
have an element of psy 


Roll.a la the commercial "E€O0's.an 
interesting mix of instruments, as 
well as extraordinary arranrements 
keep my interest, but only until 
the next part comes.Then I wait a- 
gain.A & M Records/PC Box 11&/ 
Hollywood, CA./90078 
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vemented Rock'n'o11 with odd 
chords and yelping voices backed by 
some strone drumming, It sometimes 


Souncs like they're trying to be 
the Jimi Hendrix ixperience, but 
then I am corrected.Sood musician- 
ship overall, and even some great 
songwriting.It's too hard to 
classify, as sometimes we see 
straight Rock, but other times, 
something quite Avant-Sarde.FO Box 
€1¢0/University Station/tnoxville, 
TM. /37996-4200 

EUSSY GALOGRE=Right Mow! LF 

Sure, maybe the cover is cool as 
all hell, and yeah, maybe there are 
more tunes on here than even the 
most prolific of nardcore-Funk-aock 
13-seconf-song-band has ever drean- 
ed of, but this just don't hop me 
the way some other lew York noisies 
do.It's:queerer than most though, 
but a bit more fast-paced and 
rhytumic. CARO? Records/5 Srosby 
St./iew York, NY./10013 
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22DaSIANS=Sureka LF 
Very atmospheric, but with some 
oddities not usually found in At- 
mosphere music. ?rails of For and 
Dance, but much more somber. remini- 
scent of mellow Fink scloyd et 
points, but a bit less of a produc- 
tion.in extremely relaxing LF. 
CARGLINE Records/5 Crosby St./New 
York, NY./10013 


RENDERED USELESS-uman LF 

Kind of a crazy Minneapolis band 
drawing a lot from Jazz, but with a 
much more obscure, comical approach, 
a bit Zappa. The lyrics, when not 
serious(mostly), full from the 









P.O. Box 20645 Seattle. WA 98102 


* 


quality of the music, -but 'tis to 
be expected from most upbeat music. 
Big on rhythm, at times funky, but 
almost always a Fop quality.USELESS 
Records/743 Superior St. S.2./ 
Mpls., MN./55414 


NO .TREND-Tritonian Nash-Vegas Poly- 
ester Complex 1.F 
First of all, this shonld be the No 
Trend Crchestra, and second, this 
LF tops the heap when it comes to 
the surge of obscure, comical, and 
nerve racking bands that have fop- 
ped up like zits as of late.like I 
say, "Tritonian..." is orchestrated, 
it's talented, and it's, hot.Beyond 
Fusion Disco, it's stringent, yet 
mighty! TOUCH & GO Records/f0 Box 
25520/Chicago, I11./60625 
PAGANS=-Dead 2nd America '€7/Secret 
agent Man 7" 
Undoubtedly a Punk band, more along 
the lines of '77, the Fagans whiz 
through "Dead "nd America ‘'f7", now 
included on their live Ip, while 
an unavailable elsewhere, discrete- 
ly out of tune, "Secret Agent Man" 
cover grooves side two. “specially 





FLOWER-crash =P 

4& tough record to describe--iaybe 
electronic Post-Punk, Flower has a 
very definate formula to it's 
sound, Somewhere around the ras- 
sionate psychology of Husker Du, 
minus the overyowering guitar.Un- 
like the impression I got from the 
cover, Flower isnot a New York 
Noise band, but a very melodious, 
practiced 4-piece, slated with 
droning keys.Cddly attracting. 

B Records/122 Jashington Fl./lNew 
York, EY./10014 


MINIMAL COMFACT-Lowlands Flight LF 
Vol. 10 in a series of what seems 
to be music theory or anti-music 
theory ILF's. that are or could be 
soundtracks--iin interesting concept. 
This LF, however, relies upon an 
atmospheric background, layered 
with tidbits of ideas and oddities. 
Despite minor atonalities, it's a 
very relaxing, enjoyable, and-re- 
petitive release.CRAMMNED DI3CS/43 
Rue General Fatton/1050 Brussels/ 
Belgium 


PAUL KELLY AND THE MESSENGERS- 
Gossip LP 
Australian Pop-rocker, Paul Kelly, 
putting a spotlight on his lyrics, 
is a good songwriter, throwing out 
same good Pop hooks, but this LF 
suffers from overrroduction.Obvi- 
ously very influenced by American 
Garage music and down home R'n', 
Xelly hides grains of each through- 
out nis music, though it's too bad 
they have to be disguised behind 
production.A & t Records/EC 3ox 
11€/Aollywood, cA. /°0078 


VINDBRSZAKERS-A Different Sort... LF 
Though I never really got into the 
Windbreakers! "I'll Be Back" 12", 
it had a basic rock sound that was 
cool and at least left me with a 
good taste.IThe more basic these 
guys stay, the better they are is 
how I put in my review, buf I'm a- 
fraid they. decided for a production 
instead.Ch well, I figure if you 
like Tim Lee, you like Tim hee.DB 
Records/432 iforeland Ave./Atlanta, 
GA. /30307 

DISTURBED-demo cass. 

averthing frem bullet Thrash to 
groovin' Hard Rock.Despite the 
mediocre sound quality, the poten- 


SCREAMING 


TREES 


“ SCREAMING TREES: Even If And Especially When. From the great Northwest 
they come as inexorably as the Visigoths of old. With steely gaze and powertul 
limbs, the Screaming Trees will create empires. Wise in knowledge of things before 
their years, the Screaming Trees brood on the future and in the process move 
mountains with their ecstatic artistry. SST 132 (LP/CA $7.50) 


MAIL ORDER: MAKE CHECK OR MONEYORDER PAYABLE IN U.S. FUNDS TO SST RECORDS. 
P.O. BOX 1. LAWNDALE, CA 90260 CALL THE SST HOTLINE (213) 835-4955 FOR GEN. INFO 


tial that tnis band holds is 
great.i diverse blend of Metals, 
based heavily in Crossover. ./ith 
their great ambition, I have no 
doubt that they will succeed. They 
have been working their tails off 
and are now gaining some attention. 
PO Box 6001/lipls., MN./55406 


BLIND FURY-demo cass. 

Tour songs from this relatively 

new Tinneapolis Metal trio.Recorded 
with Adrian Liberty of Fowermad 
fame on drums, this cassette is a 
tight Punk/Metal mix with a lot 
more structure than your average 
Crossover band.They've recently 
found a permanent drummer, Flash 
Midnight, and nave progressed with 
his addition, so this tape doesn't 
necessarily represent the band's 
sound. 3assist, vocalist, Jeff Ro- 
land speaks through much of his 
intelligent lyrics, and lacks the 
vibrato funch found in a lot of 
etal these days.It's a solid base 
for development.rU Box 27631/Mpls., 
ih. /55427 








aa — r: s 
UNIVERSAL CONGRESS OF: Universal Congress Of Rising like a worldly snake 
from the ashes of Saccharine Trust, Joe Baiza the man who evokes the true ‘‘Bop’’ 
spirit just standing around, punches his ‘‘Universal Congress’’ right into his brain. 
The Congress will simultaneously pull your head apart and put it back together 
just right. The two songs on this inviting record are a must for all fans of masterful 
guitar playing. SST 109 (LP/CA $7.50). 


MAIL ORDER: MAKE CHECK OR MONEYORDER PAYABLE IN U.S. FUNDS TO SST RECORDS, 
P.0. BOX 1, LAWNDALE, CA 90260 CALL THE SST HOTLINE (213) 835-4955 FOR GEN. INFO. 





something un-natural, and you pay 


e for it.That's as obvious as can be, 
today.Things were just made to fit 
certain ways. 


UF-I'M A HUGE, HUGE PROFESSIONAL 


WRESTLING FAN, AND I KNOW YOU ARE, 
ONCE WHEN ALL THE WRESTLEMANIA 


NONSENSS WAS GOING ON, ABOUT A ROCK 


AND WRESTLING CONNECTION, YOU MADE 
MA N ai f | lIOBA A CLASSIC STATEMENT, 
N HDM-Yeah, that the only connection 


was that by-and-large, the fans of 


continued 


lucky.I had good friends, 

UF-HOW LONG DID IT TAKE ? 

HDM-A while.The first year I was 
just clean.That's all I tried to 
do.Later, I began running, lifting 
weights.I started eating right.I'm 
very into it right now.It's like 
Rocky.I'm getting older.You have to 
change a bit.But because you get 
older doesn't mean it's bad.Hey, 
eighty-five is old.Thirty-five or 
forty is your prime, to me.You still 
have a bit of youth, but yo have a 
lot of experience. 

UF-ARE YOU HAPPY NOW ? 

HDM-Oh, sure.As happy as you can 
basically be.I would like to make 
it, but I have my friends and my 
health.That's everything.Without 
the dope to prop you'up, and make 
you funny, you have to have real 
friends, who love you how you real- 
ly are.I have that. 

UF-YOU ONCE SAID THAT THERE WAS NO 
PLACE FOR HOMOSEXUALS- IN THE HUMAN 
RACE.I ALWAYS ADMIRED THAT! 

HDM-Well, I've mellowed some.I live 
in an area where there's a lot of 
them.Some are my friends.I don't 
wish them anything bad, but let's 
understand something.God, or what- 
ever is up there made a perfect 
union for man and woman.You do 





photo by Aris 


both were morons.The wrestling 
fans might be catching on, because 
they're starting to cheer for the 
bad guys.Bruno Sammartino was a 
nifty good guy, but I like Fred 
Blassie, and guys like Roddy Piper 
today. 

UF-I RECENTLY DID AN ARTICLE COM- 
PARING THE BAND ANTHRAX TO THE DIC- 
TATORS, AND COMING TO THE CONCLU- 
SION THEY WERE YOUR COUNTERPARTS 
FOR THE ‘80'S, 

HDN-I heard of them,I like them. They 
have the power, but they have fun, 
too.That's the difference.All this 
devil garbage and junk.Who needs 
it? 

UF-If HAS OCCURED TO ME THAT WE HAVE 
TALKED MORE ABOUT YOU, THAN YOUR 
BAND! 

HDM-Hey! I love talking! Especially 
about ol' Handsome here.I like the 
way you ask questions, too.Why I 
think I'm going to have to proclaim 
you the "Larry King" of heavy-metal 
journalism.Do you ever make it up 
to New York? You got to stay with 
Handsome.I'll treat you to some of 
Rosemarie's pizza pie.The best. 

UF-Thanks Uncle Handsome, 

HDM-Hey, the pleasure was all yours! 

UF-Indeed! 


If speed-metal, or something close 

to it is your cup of venom, by all 

. means check Wild Kingdom out.They 
may not have Yngwie Malmsteen on 
guitar, or Henry Rollins writing 
songs, but they have the ultimate 
weapon.The Handsomest man in rock'n 
'roll, Dick Manitoba. 


SST 130 DINOSAUR: You're Living AN Over Me (LP/CASS $7.50) This band 
is known for some of the loudest performances known to man. After this 


eg. akin YOUTH RECORDINGS ON SST _ record, they will also be known for playing some of the most soulful, heartfelt 
SST $7.50) music around. J Mascis, Lou Barlow and Murph have been crafting their 


: EVOL (LP/CASS 
SST 080: STAR POWER (EP $5.00) fine form of dynamic raw edged soul just for you. Dig the dig. 


SST 096: CONFUSION IS SEX (LP/CASS $7:00) 
SST 097: SONIC YOUTH (EP $5.00) 
MAIL ORDER: MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE IN US FUNDS TO 
SST RECORDS P.O. BOX 1, LAWNDALE, CA 90260 
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MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE IN U.S. FUNDS TO 
SST RECORDS, P.O. BOX 1, LAWNDALE, CA 90260 





ELECTRIC LOVE 
MUFFIN nes 


songs and be in a bar band. 

UF-SO YOU ALL FOUR ARE THE MANAGERS 
OF THE GROUP ? 

ELM-Yeah, 

RICH-Ve have a love master, who con- 
trols us by remote control. 

CHRIS-I'm the puppet master, I keep 
these guys at bay. 

UF-Pulls the strings, HUH ? 

RICH-He doesn't pull strings, he 
pulls his pud. 


ELECTRIC LOVE MUFFIN 
25 Fairview Ave, 
Hatboro, PA, 19040 


Considering this interview is 
fairly well out-dated, an update is 
in order: Zlectric Love Muffin was 
included on Plus Records' "That Jas 
Then...This Is Now!" 7" compilation 
of Philly bands, including Ruin, 
Scram, and F.0.D. as well. And if 
that ain't enough, they have a full 
length album, entitled "Playdoh 
Meathook", coming soon on Buy Our 
Records(FO Box 363/Vauxhall, NJ./ 
07088). -Fd. 


LAST CRACK 


by Jake Wisely 


Some of you may or may not know 
(or may not care) that I like Heavy 
Netal.vell, I do and there's no 
avoiding it(/rite your own damn 
fanzine if you don't like it).Now, 
in Metal, like any music, you've 
got all kinds of styles and labels 


RECORDS 
WHAT GIVES?! 








to fit with them.I particularily 
rock harder-to Speed Metal and a- 
like, whereas Top 40 and commercial 
Metal have never really been my 
bag. 

Recently, however, a number of 
groups have given a yank to the ‘ol 
noggen, putting themselves above 
the likes of Ratt and Motley Crue. 
These groups aren't doing: anything 
new or extremely different, but 
they've found a groove.fuch of what 
they do will trail you right back 
to the days of early Aerosmith, and 
then into the heyday of Glam-Rock. 
Cbviously I speak of bands like 
Guns'n'zoses and Faster Pussycat, 
to name but a couple who are suc- 
ceeding. 

Not long ago, I tripped upon a new 
Metal five-piece out of Madison, 
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MEANS IS THAT ONCE THE CURRENT 
STOCK OF THE AMERICAN PRESSINGS 
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wisconsin called Last Crack, still 
in their demo stage.These guys, 
much like Guns'n'Roses, but a bit 
more abrasive, use the same wicked 
Aerosmith riffs and potent scorched 
vocals, but turn it loose among 
their own very odd stylings.These 
guys, as well, have found a groove, 
only they don't wear lipstick or 
Spandex, but rely solely on the 
enthralling power of their music to 
win an audience. 

Their four-song demo, entitled 
"Sinister Funkhouse #17", is avail- 
able for 34.00 from 4021 Monona 
Dr./liadison, ¥I./53716. 

I recommend it, not just because 
it's great music, but because this 
will prove to you that Metal can 
have some redeeming qualities.This 
is what commercial metal could 
sound like, 
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1) Grow your hair really really Jon 

2) Drink a lot, even if you're twelv 

3) Buy the Necros’ new album “Tangled Up” 
4) Play it backwards to get the real meaning 

5) Tum it up $0 loud it blows your Speakers * 

6) See the Neays wi the ‘Cre Jerk myren they play near you 

















*You can simulate this step bj 








Get a Restless Mailorder Catalog. Send $1.00 ($3.00 outside 
North America) to: “Enigma Mailorder’ El Segundo, CA 90245-2428 


RESTLESS ~ © 1387 Restless Records, All Rights Reserved. 72203-1 Album 72203-4 Cassette 72203-2 Compact Disc 
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